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 Do you have to move to a new home following the Canterbury earthquakes, because 

your home has been determined as being in the residential red zone?   

 Have you, or a member of your family, received funding support from the Ministry of 
Health in the past for modifications to your current home?    

 If the answer to both of these questions is “yes”, the Ministry of Health may be able to 
help when you move to your new home. 

How can I get replacement housing modifications? 

It would be a good idea to get some advice from the occupational therapist before you decide 
on which house to move to, so that you can make the best possible decision about which 
house would be best for you.  

You will need to contact an Occupational Therapist from one of the Community Services 
Teams at Princess Margaret Hospital to arrange for another assessment of your needs once 
you find a suitable replacement home.   

Who can get replacement housing modifications?  

If you have had Ministry of Health funding for housing modifications before, and buy a 
replacement home which needs further modifications to enable you to live safely and as 
independently as possible in this new home, you may be able to get more funding support.   

Examples of funding support are: 

 A ramp for a person who uses a wheelchair to get in/out of the home. 

 Installing a level access shower into an existing bathroom for a person who needs a 
great deal of assistance to manage their personal cares. 

 Fencing for a child who, because of their disability, is unsafe when outside their home. 

If you decide to build a new house, the costs of making the house accessible for your needs 
are likely to be very similar to a standard home design – in most cases there will be no need to 
seek additional funding.   

How much funding support could I get? 

For housing modifications above a set limit, you may need to have an Income and Asset test 
which is carried out by Work and Income NZ to work out if you have to pay any or part of these 
costs. This does not apply for housing modifications for children 15 years and under.  
 
There is an upper limit on the amount of funding of $15,334 inc GST, that you can get towards 
access modifications to help you to get in/out of your home, including moving between floors. 
If you use a wheelchair or have difficulty going up and down steps or stairs, the Ministry of 
Health is not likely to provide any funding for modifications to enable you to get to a second 
story of a new home that you move to or buy.   



Things to think about when moving to or buying a new house 

 Look for a single level home. 

 Take any suitable undamaged equipment items with you to your new home if you can 
(for example, hand rails at the front entrance or in the bathroom). 

 Talk to an occupational therapist about what sort of features the house should have 
before you make a decision to move or buy the house. 

 Think about your future needs and plan for these as they may change over time. 

 Check out the following websites for more information to help your decision-making: 

Lifetime Design - principles of accessible, adaptable, inclusive design 

 www.lifemark.co.nz  
 
Age Concern - Planning ahead for older age should include thinking about your home. Will 
your home be a home for life? 
www.ageconcern.org.nz/files/FactSheet-Housing_0.pdf  

 
For more information contact: 

Beacon House (for children under 16 years) 
Burwood Hospital 
Ph 03 383 6820 
 
 
OPH Single Point of Entry (for people 16 years and over) 
Princess Margaret Hospital 
Ph 03 337 7765 
 
   
Enable New Zealand   
Ph: 0800 17 1981  
Fax: 06 353 5876  
www.disabilityfunding.co.nz  
 
Lifetime Design Ltd 
Ph: 0800 543 362 
www.lifemark.co.nz 
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