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Selected Facts 
Cancer registrations, 2007 
• In 2007 19,736 cancers were registered in New Zealand; 52.8 percent of the 

registrations were male. 
• Between 1997 and 2007 the number of registrations increased by 22.3 percent. 
• Registration rates decreased by 2.3 percent from a value of 348.3 per 100,000 

population in 1997 to 340.5 in 2007. 
 
Deaths from cancer, 2007 
• Cancer was the leading cause of death for both males and females in New Zealand 

in 2007, accounting for 29.8 percent of all deaths. 
• In 2007, 8519 people had cancer recorded as their underlying cause of death; of 

these deaths, 53.2 percent were male. 
• Between 1997 and 2007 the number of deaths from cancer increased by 

17.0 percent. 
• Rates of death from cancer decreased by 10.3 percent from a value of 150.6 per 

100,000 population in 1997 to 135.1 in 2007. 
 
Most common cancers, 2007 
• The most commonly registered cancer in 2007 was prostate cancer, accounting for 

15.1 percent of registrations.  Colorectal and breast cancer were the next most 
commonly registered sites. 

• For males, prostate cancer accounted for 28.6 percent of all registrations, with the 
next-most-common registrations being colorectal cancer and malignant melanoma of 
the skin. 

• For females, breast cancer was the most frequently registered cancer accounting for 
27.9 percent of female registrations.  Colorectal cancer and malignant melanoma of 
the skin were the next most commonly registered cancers for females. 

 
Leading causes of death from cancer, 2007 
• Lung cancer accounted for the most deaths from cancer in 2007 (17.9 percent of all 

deaths from cancer).  Colorectal and breast cancer were the next most common. 
• For men, the most common cause of death from cancer was lung cancer 

(19.0 percent), followed by colorectal cancer and then prostate cancer. 
• For women, lung cancer caused the highest number of deaths (16.7 percent), 

followed by breast cancer and then colorectal cancer. 
 


