
Timeline of activity and accompanying documents on the removal of Rob Campbell as the Chair of Te 

Whatu Ora.  

Sunday 26 Feb Proactive 
release 

1700 
1845 
1900 
1908 
1938 

Minister alerted to Rob Campbell’s Linked in post 
Spoke to the Director General of Health 
Spoke to the Public Service Commissioner 
Spoke to the Public Service Commissioner 
Spoke to the Minister for Public Service  
 

No 
document. 

Monday 27 Feb  

1036 PSC sent draft letters to office Document 
1 and 
Attachment 
A 

1406 Minister called Te Whatu Ora Chair. No response. Minister text Te Whatu Ora 
Chair. 

Document 
2 

1430 Minister called Te Whatu Ora Chair. No response. No 
document. 

1430 MO talked to PSC about letter. This letter gave the Te Whatu Ora Chair notice 
that the Minister was considering removal from his position.   

No 
document. 

1442 MO Sent final Letter to PSC for sign off. Document 
3 and 
Attachment 
B 

1452 Te Whatu Ora Chair called Minister back (one call had been missed). Minister 
discussed her loss of confidence in him and that she was currently considering 
his removal. The Chair asked Minister for the information in writing.  

No 
document. 

1459 MO received letter of advice from PSC. Document 
4 

1549 PSC agreed final letter.  Document 
5 and 
Attachment 
B 

1553 MO called Director General of Health.  No 
document. 

1631 MO sent letter to Te Whatu Ora Chair & Board Secretariat requesting a 
response by Tuesday 0900. 

Document 
6 and 
Attachment 
B 

Tuesday 28 February   

0850 MO sent letter of removal to PSC for sign off. Document 
11 

0900 Minister talked to Chair, together will his lawyer from Simpson Grierson, on 
the phone.  
Minister told Mr Campbell she had lost confidence in him as Chair and was 
considering removing him from the role under her powers under the Act.  
Mr Campbell was given the option to resign instead.  
Solicitor asked for more time for Mr Campbell to put his case.  

No 
document. 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED



0905 PSC responded to MO letter. Document 
11 

0935 MO spoke to PSC on the phone regarding whether more time should be given 
to Rob Campbell. 

No 
document. 

1022 Letter arrived from Simpson Grierson to say they require more time to 
respond.  

Document 
7 
Letter from 
solicitor 
withheld 
under 
9(2)(a) 

1136 MO updated DG of Health No 
document. 

1211 Phone call with PSC. Advised to give Mr Campbell until the end of the day to 
respond.  

No 
document. 

1243 MO acknowledge Simpson Grierson letter. Document 
8 

1652 Letter arrived from Mr Campbell’s solicitor by email. Document 
8 
Letter from 
solicitor 
withheld 
under 
9(2)(a) 

1703 MO informed PMO. No 
document. 

1713 Letter was sent to Mr Campbell and his solicitor, informing that Minister 
intended to remove him from Chair immediately.  

Document 
9 and 
Attachment 
C 

1716 The Director General of Health asked Naomi Ferguson to be the interim Chair. 
Ms Ferguson asked for more time to consider. 

No 
document. 

1719 MO wrote to PSC with notice for Gazette Document 
10 

1723 MO sent out media release. Document 
12 

1724 Board notified. Minister asked DDG to let them know she would like to speak 
with them all in coming days.   

No 
document. 

1753 Gazetted Publicly 
Available 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED




