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Technical Expert Advisory Group: Electronic Cigarette Product Safety
	Date:
	26 October 2017

	Time:
	10.00am – 2.30pm

	Location:
	Brentwood Hotel – 16-20 Kemp Street, Wellington

	Chair:
	Hayden McRobbie

	Attendees:
	Rebecca Ruwhiu-Collins, Andrew Dent, QJ Satchell, Nell Rice, Murray Winiata, Julian Crane, Penelope Truman [members]
Khay Ooi, Haley Ataera, Sally Stewart, Jane Hubbard (items 7 and 8), Veronica Adams [Ministry attendees]

	Apologies:
	Paul Marshall




	Item
	Notes

	1
	Welcome and introductions
	The chair welcomed members to the technical expert advisory group. 

Apologies were noted. 


	2
	Conflict of interest declaration
	The group updated and noted the conflicts of interest table. 


	3
	Terms of reference
	The group approved the terms of reference without amendment. 


	4
	Government decisions on e-cigarettes
	The Ministry outlined and clarified the Government’s decisions on the regulation of e‑cigarettes and the process and timelines for implementation, including when there would be further opportunities for public input. 

The group advised the need for a good communication strategy in the lead up to enactment of the legislation and commencement of the regulatory scheme. 

The group also recommended the Ministry consider ways to measure whether the initiative has worked.


	5
	Evidence on risks/benefits of e-cigarettes
	The Chair presented the evidence on the risks and benefits of e-cigarette use.

Key discussion points were:

· the importance of information for health practitioners, including clarification that vaping is not classified as smoking
· the importance of information for consumers in the context of UK data showing a perception, which has increased over time, that e-cigarette use is more harmful than smoking
· the importance of information that resonates with Māori. 


	6
	Work programme
	The Ministry tabled a proposed work programme for the group.


	7
	Product notification of electronic cigarettes
	The Ministry outlined its proposed options for product notification. 

Key discussion points were:
· the importance of having a notification system which allows products to be quickly traced back to the importer or manufacturer to take action and allows the regulator to follow up on activity.
· at a minimum this requires the notification to record the importer or manufacturer, and a unique way of identifying the product (eg description and brand name).
· the importance of addressing safety concerns in regards to mechanical mods and quality of e-liquids.
· liquids, devices and any component that is likely to affect the performance of the device should be notified (eg tanks and batteries)
· at a minimum, each liquid flavour should be a separate notification as the flavour potentially represents the greatest risk
· the group suggested that ingredients should be restricted to those that are manufactured by countries that have a similar regulatory regime (and therefore similar quality controls) to the New Zealand regime
· a suggestion was made that independent toxicology reports be required
· liquids should come with use-by dates
· screws and seals have the ability to affect the performance of the device but are also common items used for other purposes and notification of these parts is likely to be overly onerous. To consider whether notification of these parts is necessary or if the safety concerns can be addressed in other ways eg retailers should provide sufficient information to allow components to be used safely.
· the importance of having a notification system which captures key information but which is also not onerous on, or detrimental to, industry.
· consider provisions to ensure information that is confidential to the company is protected

	8
	Legislative definitions of e-cigarettes
	Key discussion points were:
 
· vaping product is a better term to use than e-cigarette
· further consideration is needed to ensure tobacco juice is regulated appropriately  
· the proposed definition of base formulation needs to reflect that it is any combination of these types. 


	9
	Next meeting dates and agendas
	The next Technical Expert Advisory Group meeting will take place in December 2017. 

The meeting closed at 2.30pm. 




	Item
	Action

	1
	Ministry to flesh out the proposed work programme and propose future meeting agendas

	2
	Ministry to revise product notification proposal in light of the group’s discussion


	3
	Ministry to canvass group members’ availability for a second meeting in early December
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