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Technical Expert Advisory Group: Electronic Cigarette Product Safety
	Date:
	11 December 2017

	Time:
	10.00am – 3pm

	Location:
	Ministry of Health – 133 Molesworth Street, Wellington

	Chair:
	Hayden McRobbie

	Attendees:
	Rebecca Ruwhiu-Collins, Andrew Dent, QJ Satchell, Nell Rice, Julian Crane, Penelope Truman, Paul Marshall [members]
Khay Ooi, Sally Stewart, Grace Abbott, Veronica Adams [Ministry attendees]

	Apologies:
	Murray Winiata, Haley Ataera




	Item
	Notes

	1
	Welcome and introductions
	The chair welcomed members to the technical expert advisory group. 

Apologies were noted. 


	2
	Conflict of interest declaration
	The group updated and noted the conflicts of interest table. 


	3
	Minutes from previous meeting
	Rebecca Ruwhiu-Collins moved to accept the previous minutes. Khay Ooi seconded. 


	4
	Limit on nicotine strength in nicotine vaping liquids
	There was discussion around whether nicotine strength in vaping liquids needed to be regulated. There was discussion on current standards on nicotine strength in Europe and United States (US). There was agreement that 20mg per mL (Europe standards) was too low. The voluntary US standard for maximum allowable nicotine strength in vaping liquids is 36 mg per mL.

There was discussion around nicotine strength and potential of nicotine poisoning, particularly in children (through accidental ingestion of vaping liquid). 

There was discussion that low nicotine strength may affect acceptability and switching from smoking to vaping, and also that people may vape more to try to compensate, which could increase their exposure to toxicants.

There was a brief discussion of nicotine salts which are usually used at higher nicotine strengths.

The group agreed that a maximum limit for nicotine needs to be set. The Ministry will consult more widely on product safety standards for e-cigarettes. 

	5
	Limit on content of additives, particularly flavours, in vaping liquids
	There was discussion on whether flavours needed to be added to vaping liquid, or if vaping liquids could be flavourless. Key issues covered included that:
· flavours may help people switch completely from smoking 
· flavours have unknown health risks to users, and a precautionary approach should be taken.  

There was also discussion around whether there should be a maximum content of flavours in vaping liquids. 

There was agreement that monitoring of the use of flavours in vaping liquids was needed.


	6
	Natural and artificial flavouring substances in vaping liquids
	The group agreed that both natural and artificial flavouring substances should be able to be used in vaping liquids, provided they meet food grade standards.


	7
	Content of ethanol in vaping liquids
	There was discussion on the use of ethanol in the extraction of certain flavourings and whether the presence of ethanol in vaping liquids raised safety concerns, e.g. impaired driving. Evidence suggests that motor function is not impaired when using vaping liquids that contain ethanol.

There was discussion on maximum limit of ethanol in vaping liquids. There was general agreement that vaping liquids containing more than 3% ethanol should include a label advisory statement to this effect.


	8
	Inclusion of oil or fat-based ingredients in vaping liquids
	The group agreed that oil and fat-based ingredients in vaping liquids should be prohibited, due to concern about the risk of lipoid pneumonia. 

	9
	Colouring substances in vaping liquids
	The group agreed that artificial colouring substances in vaping liquids should be prohibited. Unlike flavouring substances, there was no acceptable justification for the inclusion of colouring substances, which would introduce an additional and unnecessary risk.


	10
	Prohibited ingredients in vaping liquids
	The group reviewed a draft list of prohibited ingredients in vaping liquids. These were taken from: 
· the list of flavouring ingredients considered by the Flavor and Extract Manufacturer’s Association to present a high risk to respiratory injury 
· substances not allowed in vaping liquids in the voluntary standards for e-cigarettes by the 
· American E-Liquid Manufacturing Standards Association
· British Standards Institute 
· the Association Française de Normalisation
· ingredients proposed to be prohibited in Canadian Bill on amending the Tobacco Act and the Non-Smoker’s Health Act (Bill S-5).

The group discussed the proposed prohibited ingredients list. The list of prohibited ingredients would continue to be revised over time. 


	11
	Volume of vaping liquid to be permitted in vaping devices and vaping liquid containers
	The group discussed whether a maximum volume is necessary in light of the use of restricted flow inserts in vaping liquid containers. The group also discussed the difficulty that older people may have with squeezing small plastic bottles, compared to using a small dropper or pipette with an open small container.

There was discussion on whether there should be a maximum capacity for tanks (which hold vaping liquid), as well as new technology that allows child resistant closures on tanks.

There was general agreement that vaping liquid containers and tanks (on vaping devices) are evolving and becoming safer over time, thus there may be less need to restrict volume of vaping liquid containers. The Ministry will further consider the issue of container size, nicotine strength and total nicotine content in relation to child safety for a future meeting.

There was discussion on increasing popularity of nicotine salts. Nicotine salts can be used at higher strengths and this may result in smaller volumes of liquid. The Ministry will add this as an agenda item at a future advisory group meeting. 


	12
	Closures of vaping liquid bottles
	The group agreed that containers of vaping liquids should require child resistant closures.

The group agreed that restricted flow inserts or a mechanism similar to this, should be required on vaping liquid containers. The group was referred to the EU Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/586 on technical standards for the refill mechanism of electronic cigarettes.


	13
	Stability and shelf life of vaping liquids
	Currently the vaping industry practice is to apply a two-year shelf life, however there is little data to support this period. There is some evidence that nicotine, when kept in the right conditions, does not degrade significantly after two years. What is less known is the shelf life of other constituents, such as flavouring agents. 

The group agreed that shelf life should be based on evidence.

There was discussion around the cost associated with conducting shelf life testing on vaping liquids, particularly in testing the stability of each flavouring agent.

There was a suggestion that the standard around shelf life of vaping liquids should be set at two years, but then reviewed in two years’ time. 
 

	14
	Allowable claims for vaping products
	The group discussed whether some claims could be allowed for vaping products. 

There was discussion around the types of claims that can be made, such as harm reduction claims. 

There was agreement that any allowable claims need to be evidence-based and must be able to be proved by the claimant. 

There was general agreement that a mechanism is needed to manage or restrict certain claims from being made on vaping products. 


	16
	Next meeting dates and agendas
	The next Technical Expert Advisory Group meeting will take place in early 2018. 

The meeting closed at 2.45pm. 




	Item
	Action

	1
	Ministry will draft the agenda for the next advisory group meeting 

	2
	Ministry to canvass group members’ availability for a third meeting in early 2018
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