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From: George Minton [mailto:George.Minton@mca.govt.nz]  
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:53 PM 

To: [ withheld s9(2)(a) ] (MIN) 

Subject: Plain Packaging Draft Consultation - Consumer Affairs Comments  
   
Hi [ withheld s9(2)(a) ]  
   
I’ve been forwarded your draft consultation document on plain packaging by [ withheld s9(2)(a) ], the 
Private Secretary, Consumer Affairs at the office of Hon Simon Bridges. Thanks very much for the 
opportunity to comment on this. I’ve generally focused on the consumer law perspective, as I’m sure 
you will have comments on other aspects of the issue from people much more qualified to make 
them.  
   
The one issue I identified was that at paras [6] [7] and [10] of the RIS you make reference to evidence 
that cigarette packaging can mislead consumers as to product safety. Misleading and deceptive 
conduct (which includes advertising and packaging) is statutorily defined in the NZ context in the Fair 
Trading Act 1986. I would therefore suggest use of a synonym of ‘mislead’ to be clear that you’re not 
referring to misleading in the consumer law sense of the term, but rather the ordinary meaning.  
   
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.  
   
Regards,  
   
George Minton, Policy Analyst  
Consumer Policy | Tourism, Events and Consumer Affairs  
Ministry of Economic Development | 33 Bowen Street | Wellington  
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