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12 September 2022  
 
 
 

 
 
 
By email:  
Ref:  H2022010590 
 
 
Dear  
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū Hauora 
(Ministry of Health) on 18 August 2022. You specifically requested: 
 

“This document on Medsafe’s website refers to a 1993 MOU relating to 
Harmonisation in therapeutic goods administration. Can I have a copy of it please” 

 
A copy of the requested document is attached to this letter and is released to you in full. 
 
I trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to 
ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be 
contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-
information-act-requests.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Chris James 
Group Manager 
Medsafe 
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l\1EMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OF NEW ZEALAND 
AND 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH HOUSING WCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OF AUSTRALIA 

The Department of Health of New Zealand and the Department of Health Housing 
Local Government and Community Services of Australia ("the parties"): 

• supporting the May 1992 World Health Organisation resolution encouraging
international initiatives to harmonise drug regulatory requirements,

• acknowledging the Australia New Zealand Closer Economic Relations-Trade
Agreement,

• acknowledging the close geographical, historical and political ties that bind
Australia and New Zealand,

• being concerned to develop co-operation in the field of therapeutic goods
regulation, particularly as regards the assessment of safety, quality and
efficacy and the removal of sub-standard products from distribution and use,

• wishing to share advances in therapeutic goods by increasing the exchange of
information in areas of mutual interest,

• wishing to co-operate to the maximum extent possible in the enforcement of
the legislation regulating therapeutic goods in each country,

• wishing, wherever practicable, to harmonise policies, procedures and
standards for the regulation of therapeutic goods in each country,

• have reached the understanding that they will co-operate, so far as each of
them is able, to achieve those objectives.

1. Co-operation of the Parties

The co-operation of the parties will include such forms of collaboration as: 

(1) exchange of therapeutic goods evaluation reports;

(2) exchange of evaluation reports of the synthesis of active raw materials and
their impurities;
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