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By email:  
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Tēnā koe

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) for information 
about COVID-19 border cases. On 31 January 2022, your request was transferred from the 
Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment to the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) for 
response. You specifically requested: 

“Can I please have the information on positive boarder covid cases for this week? 17th to 
the 20th January, in terms of what testing day people in MIQ are testing positive on? ie, is 
it 0/1, 3, 5/6 or 8/9?  

For the Managed Isolation and Quarantine facilities (MIQF) cases from 17 January 2022 to 
20 January 2022, the overview of the testing day is listed in the table below. 

Also, for the same week 17th to 20th are the people in MIQ that have tested positive 
linked to each other in terms of genomic testing?  

The definition of “link” in our analysis is mainly based on the bubble. For information relating to 
genetically linked relationships, you may wish to direct your query with the Environmental 
Science and Research (ESR) as they would more appropriate agency to respond. ESR details 
can be found at: www.esr.cri.nz/home/contact-form/.   
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Have they caught covid in MIQ from someone else that was positive in MIQ or are they all 
unlinked and therefore, picked it up before boarding the plane back to NZ? Are people 
who are testing positive in MIQ catching covid from someone else who was also positive 
in MIQ/NZ? Or are people catching it while overseas before boarding the flight back to 
NZ?” 

Please note “linked” means the case was in a bubble. 

For border cases, it is not yet known exactly where they contracted COVID-19. However, as 
shown in the table above, further analysis of cases is undertaken with detection days greater 
than six days, because this could indicate transmission and infection of COVID-19 within the 
MIQF. Note that it could also be due to a slightly longer than average incubation period. 

Routine monitoring of potential instances of in-MIQF transmission is undertaken. This includes 
instances where a returnee in a MIQF may have been infected by someone else in the MIQF, 
who is not already part of their travel bubble. Part of this monitoring involves comparing the 
whole genome sequencing (WGS) of positive border cases to see if any are closely linked. 
Potential opportunities for exposure events between the cases are also considered. 

Sometimes, there might be a genomic match between two returnees, but it is impossible to 
determine whether the transmission occurred in a MIQF, in-transit or even prior to travel, if the 
two returnees departed from the same city, were on the same flights to New Zealand or 
transport to the MIQF. In these cases, there may have been numerous opportunities for 
transmission throughout the flight and in international departure lounges throughout their 
sometimes very long international journey. 

With the Omicron variant, there is currently insufficient diversity in the WGS results to always 
draw conclusions about whether cases are genomically linked. If the genomes are very different 
this can exclude a link, but if the genomes are similar it does not necessarily prove a link 
between cases. As a result, WGS results are currently a less sensitive tool in the tool kit for 
monitoring potential instances of in-MIQF transmission than they were for the Delta variant. As a 
result, the Omicron variant was first detected at the border, an instance of in-MIQF transmission 
between returnees has yet to be confirmed for the reasons listed above. 

Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any 
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Kristin Kalla 
Acting Group Manager, Science, Surveillance and Insights 
COVID-19 Health System Response 
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