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By email: 
Ref: H202200236 

Dear 

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to the Ministry of Health 
(the Ministry) on 13 January 2022 for information regarding the COVID-19 vaccine roll out to 
children 5 to 11 years old. I will respond to each part of your request in turn.  

1. the studies and research papers peer reviewed showing this vaccine is safe and effective
for this age group.
2. The studies and research papers to show the need to vaccinate this age group as
research has shown they are the least at risk from severe illness from Covid19

The clinical data provided to Medsafe to support Pfizer’s application for approval of Comirnaty for 
use in children aged 5 to 11 years old is considered commercially sensitive and is therefore 
withheld under section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act as its release would likely unreasonably prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied the information. I have considered the 
countervailing public interest in release in making this decision and consider that it does not 
outweigh the need to withhold at this time. However, you may wish to refer to this publicly 
available study evaluating the COVID-19 vaccine in this age group: 
www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2116298. Information on the symptoms and severity of 
COVID-19 in children is also publicly available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html.  

On the basis of data reviewed by Medsafe to support Pfizer’s application, the likely therapeutic 
value of the vaccine was determined to outweigh the risk of its use in this age group, as required 
by section 22(1)(a) of the Medicines Act. 

3. All the ingredients of the Vaccine and associated safety data.

This information is publicly available in the New Zealand data sheet, which can be found on 
Medsafe’s website: www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/Datasheet/c/comirnatyinj.pdf.  

4. Can you absolutely guarantee there will be no long-term health consequences

In response to this part of your request it is important to note that the Act allows people to ask for 
information. It does not require the Ministry to create new information, compile information it does 
not hold, or in the case of this part of your request, to provide or prove an opinion. The Act does 
not support requests where a comment or a hypothetical statement is put to it and the Ministry is 
asked to comment on it, couched as a request for official information. This part of your request is 
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therefore refused under section 18(g) of the Act as the information is not held by the Ministry and 
there are no grounds for believing it is held by another agency subject to the Act. Further 
information about the safety of the Comirnaty (Pfizer) COVID-19 vaccine can be found on the link 
in question three to Medsafe’s website.  
 
Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions 
made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Chris James 
Group Manager 
Medsafe 
  

mailto:info@ombudsman.parliament.nz



