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Tēnā koe  

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to the Ministry of 
Health (the Ministry) on 11 September 2021 for information relating to the Pfizer vaccine. 

Each part of your request is responded to below: 

“If anyone in the government is aware of any of the batches of the Pfizer vaccine that 
have been imported into the country are or could be intentionally placebo (e.g., saline 
solution) and if so (2) how can one tell the difference? 
Based on the new the answer to the first question is YES: 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-vaccine-mistake-in-auckland-
sparks-investigation/BG6R6VXXNW3JVQQV5ZJX5X764E/ 
Can you answer how one can tell the difference please? 
NovaVax” 

No placebo or saline batches of the vaccine have been imported into New Zealand. The 
incident you referred to above was an accidental incident, which occurred as the vaccine 
doses were prepared on site. 

What type of vaccine is the ReCov vaccine thats currently being trialed by the Jiangsu 
Rec-Biotechnology institute and New Zealand Clinical Research (e.g., Messenger 
RNA (mRNA) or vector vaccine) 

This part of your request is refused under section 18(g)(i) of the Act, as the information 
requested is not held by the Ministry and there are no grounds for believing that the 
information is held by another organisation. The Jiangsu Rec-Biotechnology Institute is in 
China. New Zealand Clinical Research (NZCR) is an independent organisation, which is not 
bound by the Act. Information about vaccine trials can be found at: 
www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-landscape-of-covid-19-candidate-vaccines. 

Thirdly, can you provide any recent (in last 3 months) of studies / evidence that people 
who are asymptomatic can transmit COVID19 to another person please? 

The Ministry does not conduct studies or research. Please refer to online scientific studies 
for further information: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/  
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Some articles can be found below: 
• https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32463076/  
• https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33410879/  

 
The Ministry also regularly updates the Science News page for up-to-date information 
regarding COVID-19 and the Vaccine: https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-
conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-resources-and-tools/covid-19-science-news.  
 

In addition can any details of the Government's COVID19 vaccine agreement with 
Pfizer be provided please? If not can it be confirmed whether it has words or similar to 
the effect that...'the purchaser acknowledges that the long-term effects and efficacy of 
the Vaccine are not currently known and that there may be adverse effects of the 
Vaccine that are not currently known'. 
 

Your request for the contract or official agreement or supply agreement of the COVID-19 
vaccine purchase agreement signed by the Government with the vaccine provider Pfizer is 
withheld in full under section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act where its release would likely unreasonably 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied the information. 
 

With respect to the possible future threat of litigation can it be confirmed if NZ has put 
up any sovereign assets, including bank reserves, up as collatoral for Pfizer for any 
reason please? 

 
The Government has not offered any assets as collateral to buy COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any 
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests.  
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 

 
Nick Allan 
Manager OIA Services 
Office of the Director-General 
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