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Response to your request for official information 

133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 5013 

Wellington 6140 
New Zealand 

+64 4 496 2000 

I refer to your letter received on 15 April 2019 by the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) requesting 
under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

"all information and communications relating to advice to people going to the 
Scout Jambo(ee in Northland this summer. I would expect this to include all 
communications between you and your office and any other ministerial office 
or any government department as well as all advice, pre-meeting material, 
minutes, post meeting communications, reports, briefing notes, emails, texts, 
meeting notes, and summaries of telephone conversations which fall within 
the scope of my request" 

On 1 May 2019, the Ministry transferred your request to North land District Hea lth Board 
(NDHB) under section 1 SA of the Act as the Ministry believes that NDHB hold some 
information in relation to your request. 

The information in response to your request is itemised in Appendix One, with copies of 
documents attached. 

I trust this information fu lfils your request. You have the right, under section 28 of the Act, to 
ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. 

Yours sincerely 

o/JD-Ocd7 
Deborah Woodley 
Deputy Director-General 
Population Health and Prevention 



MINISTRY OF 

HEALTH 

Appendix One: List of documents MANATU ILAUORA 

# Date Title Decision on release 

1 n/a Email Communications Release with some information withheld 
pursuant to section 9(2)(a) of the Act to 
protect the privacy of natural persons. 

2 n/a MenWQ&A Refused under section 18(d) of the Act as 
the information is publicly available at 

httgs:LLwww.health.govt.nzLy_our-
healthLconditions-and-
treatmentsLdiseases-and-
illnessesLmeningococcal-disease-
including-meningitisLnorth land-
meningococcal-vaccination-grogramme-
auestions-and-answers 

Health Report: 20190806 2 



 

From: Carla Denneny/MOH 

To: Tania Psathas/MOH@MOH,  

Date: 03/05/2019 01:27 p.m. 

Subject: MenW questions - needing answers please     

 

 

Here is the link to the Q and A on the MoH website: https://www.health.govt.nz/your-

health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses/meningococcal-disease-including-

meningitis/northland-meningococcal-vaccination-programme-questions-and-answers   

 

Also, see email below. 

 

 

Carla Denneny 

Advisor | Communicable Diseases | Public Health Group | Ministry of Health | New Zealand 

D: (04) 816 2016 | E: Carla Denneny@moh.govt.nz 

  
Surveillance, response and control of infectious diseases 

 

----- Document: MenW questions - needing answers please    , forwarded by Carla Denneny on 

03/05/2019 01:26 pm ----- 

 

Sent By: Deidre Mussen/MOH on 22/11/2018 10:17:03 a.m. 

To:  Caroline McElnay/MOH, Laurence Holding/MOH 

Copy To: Tomasz Kiedrzynski/MOH, Bonnie Jones/MOH, Niki Stefanogiannis/MOH, 

Geoffrey Roche/MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH, Chris Millar/MOH 

Subject: MenW questions - needing answers please     

 

Hi all 

 

Here is a list of questions needing answers - hopefully covers most issues, though you might 

have more to suggest. Most of the answers are already in the memo. I'll draft the PR and can 

help with this list but would be grateful if you're able to help to populate this. 

I've attached the document too. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Deidre 

 

 

Questions and Answers: 
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Why are you doing a free vaccination programme for Men ingococcal W in North land? 
(Addressing what is defi ned as a community outbreak). 

Who are you going to vaccinate? 

Why are you on ly targeting under Ss and 13 to 19-year-o lds. 

How wi ll you contact those who are eligible to notify them about this? 

Why are you missing out the 5-12 year o lds? 

Why aren't you vaccinating everyone in Northland? 

Why are you on ly getting 20,000 doses? 

Why are you on ly targeting Northland and not the rest of New Zealand? 

What will you do if there are other outbreaks in other communit ies in New Zea land? 

When are you starting the vaccination prog ramme? Is that fast enough? 

Why has it taken so long to take action? What has caused delays (eg accessing vaccine). Is the 

time of year this close to Christmas and the end of the school year expected to impact on the 
roll out? 

Where will you vaccinate those targeted by this campaign? 

What is your advice to people who aren't covered by the free vaccination campaign? 

What is your advice to those who are in the age groups covered by the free programme but 
have to wait unti l they are offered immunisation? 

What is your advice to people going to the Scout Jamboree in Northland this summer? 

How many people have contracted Meningococcal Disease in NZ this year and how many have 
had MenW? How many have died? 

Why is MenW and Meningococcal Disease on the rise in New Zealand? 

Why is MenW so dead ly? 

What if my chi ld has already been vaccinated against MenB or Men( - can they still get this 

vaccine? 

What should the public do to prevent getting meningococcal disease? 

What should they do if they suspect they have symptoms? What are the symptoms? 

How much wi ll this campaign cost? 

Who will pay for it? 

What is the long-term strategy? 

What are you tell ing GPs and emergency departments regard ing treatment and diagnosis? 

18(d) 



 

 

 

Deidre Mussen 

Senior Media Advisor 

Ministry of Health 

DDI: 04 816 2425 

Cell:  

Deidre_Mussen@moh.govt.nz 

www.health.govt.nz 

----- Forwarded by Tania Psathas/MOH on 03/05/2019 04:32 p.m. ----- 

 

From: Carla Denneny/MOH 

To: Tania Psathas/MOH@MOH,  

Date: 03/05/2019 01:28 p.m. 

Subject: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please 

 

 

Q and A version with comments  

 

 

Carla Denneny 

Advisor | Communicable Diseases | Public Health Group | Ministry of Health | New Zealand 

D: (04) 816 2016 | E: Carla Denneny@moh.govt.nz 

  
Surveillance, response and control of infectious diseases 

 

----- Document: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please, forwarded by Carla Denneny on 

03/05/2019 01:27 pm ----- 

 

Sent By: Deidre Mussen/MOH on 22/11/2018 11:54:51 a.m. 

To:  Chris Millar/MOH 

Copy To: Bonnie Jones/MOH, Caroline McElnay/MOH, Geoffrey Roche/MOH, Laurence 

Holding/MOH, Niki Stefanogiannis/MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH, Tomasz Kiedrzynski/MOH 

Subject: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please 

 

Hi again 

 

I just realised the version I sent you didn't include the two lines Bonnie sent as was after I'd sent 

it to Liz so here is the proper V3 of the Q and As for anyone to add more into please. 

Thanks 
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Deidre 

Deidre Mussen 
Senior Media Advisor 
Ministry of Health 
DDI: 04 816 2425 

Cell: m19IEJ 
Deid re_M ussen@moh.govt.nz 
www.health.govt.nz 

From: 
To: 

Deidre Mussen/MOH 
Chris Mi llar/MOH@MOH, 

18(d) 

Cc: Bonnie Jones/MOH@MOH, Caroline McElnay/MOH@MOH, Geoffrey 
Roche/MOH@MOH, Laurence Holding/MOH@MOH, Niki 
Stefanogiannis/MOH@MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH@MOH, Tomasz 
Kiedrzynski/MOH@MOH 

Date: 22/11/2018 11 :51 a.m. 
Subject: Re: MenW quest ions - needing answers please 

Thanks everyone. 

Liz Inch, comms manager at Northland, has been in touch and added some comments to the Q 
and As. Here's an updated version: 

[attachment "V3 Q and A Men W.docx" deleted by Deidre Mussen/MOH] 

Deidre Mussen 
Senior Media Advisor 
Ministry of Health 
DDI: 04 816 2425 

Cell: m19IEJ 
Deid re_M ussen@moh.govt.nz 
www.health.govt.nz 

From: Chris Mi llar/MOH 
To: Deidre Mussen/MOH@MOH, 



Cc: Bonnie Jones/MOH@MOH, Caroline McElnay/MOH@MOH, Geoffrey 

Roche/MOH@MOH, Laurence Holding/MOH@MOH, Niki 

Stefanogiannis/MOH@MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH@MOH, Tomasz 

Kiedrzynski/MOH@MOH 

Date: 22/11/2018 11:43 a.m. 

Subject: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please 

 

 

 

Hi Northlands plan includes Pharmacist vaccinator vaccinating. Pharmacists are not approved to 

give funded meningococcal vaccine and and are only classified to give meningococcal to 16 

year olds and older. Also meningococcal vaccines given in Pharmacies are not yet able to be 

captured via ImmuniseNow by the NIR.  

 

 I am following up with PHARMAC  re pharmacists giving the meningococcal vaccine in 

northlands outbreak and also investigating if we can update the ImmuniseNow to be able to 

capture the pharmacy vaccinations and send them to the NIR.  

 

Also Northlands plan needs to include he Adolescent vacc nations in community clinics from 10 

Dec onwards & not just in the new year.  

 

 

Regards Chris 

 

Chris Millar 

Senior Advisor | Population Health and Prevention| Population Health | Immunisation | Ministry 

of Health, New Zealand  

D: (04) 816 2090|  | E: chris millar@moh.govt.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Deidre Mussen/MOH 

To: Bonnie Jones/MOH@MOH,  

Cc: Caroline McElnay/MOH@MOH, Chris Millar/MOH@MOH, Geoffrey 

Roche/MOH@MOH, Laurence Holding/MOH@MOH, Niki 

Stefanogiannis/MOH@MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH@MOH, Tomasz 

Kiedrzynski/MOH@MOH 

Date: 22/11/2018 11:24 a.m. 

Subject: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please 
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Great - thanks - I've added that into the version Sarah has updated. Any more from anyone 

please? 

 

[attachment "Sarah's updated Q and A.docx" deleted by Chris Millar/MOH]  

Deidre Mussen 

Senior Media Advisor 

Ministry of Health 

DDI: 04 816 2425 

Cell:  

Deidre_Mussen@moh.govt.nz 

www.health.govt.nz 

 

 

 

 

From: Bonnie Jones/MOH 

To: Deidre Mussen/MOH@MOH,  

Cc: Caroline McElnay/MOH@MOH, Laurence Holding/MOH@MOH, Tomasz 

Kiedrzynski/MOH@MOH, Niki Stefanogiannis/MOH@MOH, Geoffrey 

Roche/MOH@MOH, Sarah Reader/MOH@MOH, Chris Millar/MOH@MOH 

Date: 22/11/2018 11:15 a.m. 

Subject: Re: MenW questions - needing answers please 

 

 

 

Is there enough vaccine for people wanting to purchase the vaccine privately? 

 

We understand that one of the two manufacturers of meningococcal w vaccine is currently able 

to meet private demand for the vaccine.  

 

 

Sent from IBM Verse 

 

Deidre Mussen --- MenW questions - needing answers please ---  
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Fr

o

m

: 

"Deidre Mussen" <Deidre_Mussen@moh.govt.nz> 

T

o: 

"Caroline McElnay" <Caroline_McElnay@moh.govt.nz>, "Laurence Holding" 

<Laurence_Holding@moh.govt.nz> 

C

c: 

"Tomasz Kiedrzynski" <Tomasz_Kiedrzynski@moh.govt.nz>, "Bonnie Jones" 

<Bonnie_Jones@moh.govt.nz>, "Niki Stefanogiannis" <Niki_Stefanogiannis@moh.govt.nz>, 

"Geoffrey Roche" <Geoffrey_Roche@moh.govt.nz>, "Sarah Reader" 

<Sarah_Reader@moh.govt.nz>, "Chris Millar" <Chris_Millar@moh.govt.nz> 

D

at

e: 

Thu, 22/11/2018 10:17 AM 

S

u

bj

ec

t: 

MenW questions - needing answers please 

 

Hi all 

 

Here is a list of questions needing answers - hopefully covers most issues, though you might 

have more to suggest. Most of the answers are already in the memo. I'll draft the PR and can 

help with this list but would be grateful if you re able to help to populate this. 

I've attached the document too. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Deidre 

 

 

Questions and Answers:  

Why are you doing a free vaccination programme for Meningococcal W in Northland? 

(Addressing what is defined as a community outbreak).  

Who are you going to vaccinate?  

Why are you only targeting under 5s and 13 to 19-year-olds.  

How will you contact those who are eligible to notify them about this?  

Why are you missing out the 5-12 year olds?  

Why aren’t you vaccinating everyone in Northland?  
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Why are you only getting 20,000 doses?  

Why are you only targeting Northland and not the rest of New Zealand?  

What will you do if there are other outbreaks in other communities in New Zealand?  

When are you starting the vaccination programme? Is that fast enough?  

Why has it taken so long to take action? What has caused delays (eg accessing vaccine). Is the 

time of year this close to Christmas and the end of the school year expected to impact on the 

roll out?  

Where will you vaccinate those targeted by this campaign?  

What is your advice to people who aren’t covered by the free vaccination campaign?  

What is your advice to those who are in the age groups covered by the free programme but 

have to wait until they are offered immunisation?  

What is your advice to people going to the Scout Jamboree in Northland this summer?  

How many people have contracted Meningococcal Disease in NZ this year and how many have 

had MenW? How many have died?  

Why is MenW and Meningococcal Disease on the rise in New Zealand?  

Why is MenW so deadly?  

What if my child has already been vaccinated against MenB or MenC – can they still get this 

vaccine?  

What should the public do to prevent getting meningococcal disease?  

What should they do if they suspect they have symptoms? What are the symptoms?  

How much will this campaign cost?  

Who will pay for it?  

What is the long-term strategy?  

What are you telling GPs and emergency departments regarding treatment and diagnosis?  

(See attached file: Questions and Answers MenW.docx)  

 

Deidre Mussen 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Senior Media Advisor 

Ministry of Health 

DDI: 04 816 2425 

Cell:  

Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz 

www.health.govt.nz 

 

----- Forwarded by Tania Psathas/MOH on 03/05/2019 04:32 p.m. ----- 

 

From: Carla Denneny/MOH 

To: Tania Psathas/MOH@MOH,  

Date: 03/05/2019 01:29 p.m. 

Subject: Summary from Northland Men W response update meeting - Ministry of 

Health/Northland 

 

 

Meeting notes  

 

Carla Denneny 

Advisor | Communicable Diseases | Public Health Group | Ministry of Health | New Zealand 

D: (04) 816 2016 | E: Carla Denneny@moh.govt.nz 

  
Surveillance, response and control of infectious diseases 

 

----- Document: Summary from Northland Men W response update meeting - Ministry of 

Health/Northland, forwarded by Carla Denneny on 03/05/2019 01:29 pm ----- 

 

Sent By: Niki Stefanogiannis/MOH on 13/11/2018 3:15:49 p.m. 

To:  Bonnie Jones/MOH, Caroline McElnay/MOH, Chris Millar/MOH, 

Jose.OrtegaBenito@northlanddhb.org.nz, Laurence Holding/MOH, Peter Abernethy/MOH, Sarah 

Reader/MOH, Tomasz Kiedrzynski/MOH, Harriette Carr/MOH, 

jeanette.wedding@northlanddhb.org.nz, "Kathryn Bowmar (NDHB)" 

<Kathryn Bowmar@northlanddhb.org.nz>, "Liz Inch (NDHB)" <Liz.Inch@northlanddhb.org.nz>, 

Deidre Mussen/MOH, "Virginia McLaughlin (NDHB)" 

<Virginia.McLaughlin@northlanddhb.org.nz>, Blair Cunningham/MOH 

Copy To:  

Subject: Summary from Northland Men W response update meeting - Ministry of 

Health/Northland 

 

Hi all 

Thanks for a good meeting today.  Here is a summary of what we discussed: 
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Update from Northland meeting (12 Nov) on response -  Jose: 

If 10,000 doses were available, Northland would target 9month olds to 5 year olds through 

community clinics and outreach.    If more vaccine were sourced the 14-19 year olds would be 

targeted.  However, the logistics to reach this group would be more complicated due to the 

holidays. Until the new school term, the approach would be through community clinics and 

outreach.   

The Ministry suggested that the adolescents could be prioritised over the 9 month to 5 year olds 

as they are more likely to be carriers and targetting this group may have more benefits in an 

outbreak situation as it breaks the transmission of the disease. 

 

Concerns were raised about the influx of people into Northland during the holiday season.  

Particularly the Scout Jamboree 29 Dec-9 Jan in Kaiwaka, where there will be 1300 14-18 year 

olds.  There will be other large gatherings as well that are not known to the DHB. 

 

Vaccine Supply 

The Ministry and Pharmac are having a meeting this afternoon (13 November) for an update for 

sourcing vaccine.  Niki will update Northland 

 

Funding 

This needs to be confirmed, including who pays for what.  The DHB may be able to pay some 

costs for reprioritisation but need to confirm who pays for costs over and above existing 

funding. The 2011 Men C campaign cost $2 6 million.  Jeanette will send through the costs of 

the 2011 campaign 

 

Communications 

Need a health promotion campaign running in tandem - include both social media and radio 

activity.  Liz Inch will put something together and link in with Deidre Mussen and Blair 

Cunningham 

 

Response 

 The Ministry is putting together a memo for the DG of Health - this memo will confirm the 

response to the Northland community outbreak.  This decision will likely be made early next 

week - the Ministry will let the DHB as soon as this comes through. 

 A CIMS structure will start up in Northland 

 Single Points of Contact: 

 Northland - Kath, Jose, Virginia 

 Ministry - Niki, Tom, Laurence 

 

Next teleconference - TBA  - early in week of 19 November once DG decision has been made.  

Niki will send an invite early next week.  

 

Summary of actions: 

Jeanette  - to send costings from 2011 Men C campaign 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Niki - will update Northland on vaccine supply after discussions with Pharmac 

Niki - will send invite for teleconference early in the week of 19 November 

 

Let me know if I have missed or misinterpreted anything! 

 

Ngā mihi 

Niki 

 

 

Niki Stefanogiannis l Deputy Director Public Health l Office of the Director of Public Health l 

Population Health and Prevention l  DDI: 04 816 4424 l Mob:  

  
----- Forwarded by Tania Psathas/MOH on 03/05/2019 04:32 p.m. ----  

 

From: Carla Denneny/MOH 

To: Tania Psathas/MOH@MOH,  

Date: 03/05/2019 01:32 p.m. 

Subject: Re: Men W vaccination campaign in Northland 

 

 

 

Carla Denneny 

Advisor | Communicable Diseases | Public Health Group | Ministry of Health | New Zealand 

D: (04) 816 2016 | E: Carla Denneny@moh.govt.nz 

  
Surveillance, response and control of infectious diseases 

 

----- Document: Re: Men W vaccination campaign in Northland, forwarded by Carla Denneny on 

03/05/2019 01:31 pm ----- 

 

Sent By: Stuart Powell/MOH on 14/11/2018 7:15:11 p.m. 

To:  Sarah Reader/MOH, Sam Kunowski/MOH 

Copy To: Fergus Welsh/MOH 

Subject: Re: Men W vaccination campaign in Northland 

 

Sarah 

 

There are a few options here that we need to quickly work through. 

 

Do you have more detailed cost estimates? 
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Stuart Powell 

 

Chief Advisor Performance 

Health System Improvement and Innovation 

Ministry of Health 

DDI: 04 470 0615 

Cell:  

 

http://www.moh.govt.nz 

mailto:Stuart_Powell@moh.govt.nz 

 

 

 

From: Sarah Reader/MOH 

To: Fergus Welsh/MOH@MOH, Stuart Powell/MOH@MOH,  

Date: 14/11/2018 11:57 a.m. 

Subject: Men W vaccination campaign in Northland 

 

 

Dear Fergus and Stuart 

 

Further to my email last week, the technica  advisory group has recommended a vaccination 

campaign in Northland to control the community outbreak.  

 

Their recommendation is to vaccinate everyone under 19 years. To do this requires the purchase, 

distribution and administration of 55, 000 doses.  

 

Unfortunately there is a global shortage of men W vaccine and we can only source 10,000 doses. 

We are intending to vaccinate priority groups until such time as more vaccine can be obtained.  

 

we are liaising with PHARMAC to see if they will purchase the vaccine.  

 

Our view is that this is a community outbreak and Northland DHB should pay.  However they 

have been in contact with Ashley and advised that they have a $5 million deficit and need 

money from the Ministry to implement a vaccination campaign.  

 

Indicative costs vary from $2.6 million (including the cost of the vaccine) to $700 000 

(distribution and administration costs only).  

 

Unfortunately the timing means that we cannot vaccinate using a school based programme.  So 

costs increase as we will be using primary care and outreach.  

s 9(2)(a)
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The risk is a large international scout jamboree on 29 December in Northland plus the influx of 

holiday makers so we need to get on top of the outbreak as soon as the vaccine is available (3 

weeks).  

 

Please advise on the funding options.   

 

Thanks 

 

Sarah 

 

 

Sarah Reader | Manager | Public Health Group | Population Health and Prevention, Ministry of 

Health | (04) 819 6836 |  

 

  
 

 

From:        Justine Mecchia <Justine.Mecchia@parliament.govt.nz>  

To:        "Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz" <Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz>, "Lloyd Quartermaine" 

<lloyd.quartermaine@pharmac.govt.nz>,  

Cc:        Jane Dancer <Jane.Dancer@parliament govt.nz>  

Date:        23/11/2018 04:20 p.m.  

Subject:        RE: meningococcal W  

 
 

 

 

Thanks Lloyd and Deidre  Please keep Jane Dancer (cc’d) in our office in the loop on this one 

too, as she covers the public health portfolio.  

 

Justine  

 

 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www blackberry.com) 

 

From: Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz <Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz>  

Date: Friday, 23 Nov 2018, 3:54 PM  

To: Lloyd Quartermaine <lloyd.quartermaine@pharmac.govt.nz>  

Cc: Justine Mecchia <Justine.Mecchia@parliament.govt.nz>  

Subject: Re: meningococcal W  
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Thanks Lloyd.  

 

Northland and we are now stating the age group as 13 to under 20 year olds (rather than 13-

19).  

 

Kind regards  

Deidre  

 

Deidre Mussen 

Senior Media Advisor 

Ministry of Health 

DDI: 04 816 2425  

  

Deidre Mussen@moh.govt.nz 

www.health.govt.nz  

 

 

 

From:        Lloyd Quartermaine <lloyd.quartermaine@pharmac.govt.nz>  

To:        Justine Mecchia <Justine.Mecchia@parliament.govt.nz>,  

Cc:        "deidre mussen@moh.govt.nz" <deidre mussen@moh.govt.nz>  

Date:        23/11/2018 03:26 p.m.  

Subject:        meningococcal W  

 
 

 

 

Hi,  

Here are the answers regarding meningococcal W  

  

  

Are there plans if there is another outbreak of MenW somewhere in the country?  

If there were another outbreak declared elsewhere this would be considered separately by 

PHARMAC and the Ministry of Health, including taking clinical advice on the specific needs of 

the population in the relevant region.  

  

Will we be able to source sufficient stock if there is another outbreak?  

There is no further stock of Menactra available in the short term. An alternative vaccine could be 

sourced if required. (it’s all from overseas)  

  

Why can we only get 20,650 doses now?  

This is the available stock that can be secured quickly. The manufacturing lead time for further 

supply of the Menactra vaccine would be approximately 18 months, so further stock would not 

be available in a suitable timeframe to address the current outbreak.  Available stock is being 
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targeted to the age groups that would have the most impact in preventing the spread of the 

disease.    

What is the cost?  

The cost is subject to confidential supply agreements with PHARMAC. 

General messages 

PHARMAC has been working closely with the Ministry of Health on options to protect the 

Northland community from meningococcal W.  

A vaccination campaign targeting under five-year olds and 13 to 19-year olds will be 

implemented in Northland in response to the meningococcal W outbreak that has been 

declared in the region.  

This campaign will be rolled out as soon as stock is available. Ten thousand doses are expected 

to arrive as early as next week, with the remaining 10,000 arriving in December 2018.  

We have secured sufficient stock (over 20,000 doses) to vaccinate the priority age groups 

(under-fives and 13 to 19-year olds). These age groups were identified following clinical advice 

from the Ministry of Health and our own expert clinical advisors, the Immunisation 

Subcommittee of PTAC.  

Under five-year olds are the group most affected once the disease spreads, while 13 to 19-year 

olds are most likely to be carriers of the meningococcal disease (but have no symptoms).  

Vaccinating these age groups will reduce or stop transmission of meningococcal W to other 

unvaccinated people.  

Lloyd Quartermaine| Manager Communications and External Relations 

_______________________________________________________________________  

PHARMAC | PO Box 10 254 | Level 9, 40 Mercer Street, Wellington  

DDI: +64 4 9012840| P: +64 4 460 4990 | 

www.pharmac.govt.nz [SEEMail]  
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