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Ref: H201900333 

Dear  

Response to your request for official information 

I refer to your request of 30 January 2019 under the Official Information Act 1982 
(the Act) for: 

" ... data on otitis (acute and effusion) media infections, the average age of the 
infections, possible the 
number of antibiotics prescribed to treat these cases, numbers of 
tympanostomy surgeries completed yearly (private and public) and the 
average age of the surgeries being performed in NZ." 

The information within scope of your request is outlined below. 

Please note that some of the information you have requested is publicly available on 
the Ministry of Health's (the Ministry) website at the following links: 

- https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/publicly-funded-hospital-discharges-1-
july-2015-30-june-2016

- https:/ /www. health. govt. nz/publication/privately-fu nded-hospital-d ischarges-1-
j u ly-2015-30-j u ne-2016

In 2015/16 there were: 

- 3960 publicly funded, and 31 privately funded hospitalisations for H65
Nonsuppurative otitis media

- 1532 publicly funded and 599 privately funded hospitalisations for H66
Suppurative and unspecified otitis media

- 1 publicly funded and no privately funded hospitalisations for H67 Otitis media
in diseases classified elsewhere.

-



Please note that not all private hospitals report to the Ministry, and people 
hospitalised multiple times (for example transfers, readmissions or multiple incidents) 
will be counted each time. 

The tables also include the number of myringotomy procedures (this is the technical 
name used for tympanostomy), of which there were: 

5962 publicly funded 
2187 privately funded. 

Note that a bilateral myringotomy is a single procedLJ.re code so only counts as one 
instance in this data. 

Most of these hospitalisations occur in the 0-4 age group, however, every age group 
up to 85+ does have incidences of presenting with this diagnosis, or receiving this 
procedure. 

The Ministry data on pharmaceutical dispensing does not include any indication of 
why a drug is prescribed, so we cannot say how many antibiotics were prescribed for 
a specific condition . Therefore, this aspect of your request is refused under section 
18(e) of the Act, as the information requested does not exist. 

You have the right, under section 28 of the Act, to ask the Ombudsman to review my 
decision to withhold information under this request. 

Yours sincerely 

/4 /4id:yL 
Ann Marie Cavanagh 
Acting Deputy Director-General 
Data and Digital 




