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Briefing for decision 

Cabinet Legislation Committee Paper – Revocation of the Health 

(Immunisation) Regulations 1995  

Security level: IN CONFIDENCE Date:  25 November 2025   

To: Hon Simeon Brown, Minister of Health  

Purpose of report  

1. This briefing provides an updated Cabinet paper and talking points on the repeal of the 

Health (Immunisation) Regulations 1995 for the Cabinet Legislation Committee meeting 

on 4 December 2025.  

Background   

2. On 25 March 2025, the Cabinet Expenditure and Regulatory Review Committee 

considered the recommendations arising from the Ministry for Regulation’s Early 

Childhood Education Regulatory Review and agreed to revoke the Health (Immunisation) 

Regulations 1995 (the Regulations). Cabinet confirmed this on 31 March 2025 (EXP-25-

MIN-0015 and CAB-25-MIN-0092 refer).  

3. While the review focused on early childhood education, the Regulations also apply to 

primary schools, and revocation will affect them as well.  

4. As the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) is the administering agency for the Regulations, 

Cabinet invited you to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office for 

an Order in Council to give effect to the revocation.  

5. On 23 April 2025, the Minister for Regulation publicly announced the outcomes of the 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) Review, including that the revocation of the Regulations 

will take effect from 1 January 2026. 

Steps to be taken for the revocation of the Regulations  

6. For the Regulations to be revoked in January 2026, the Cabinet Legislation Committee 

(LEG) should consider the Health (Immunisation) Regulations Revocation Order 2025 at 

its meeting on 4 December 2025. The earliest the revocation can take effect following 

Cabinet’s subsequent meeting on 8 December is 8 January 2026. 

7. The draft Cabinet paper to be presented to the LEG meeting is attached for your 

consideration as Appendix A. The Ministry has also prepared talking points to support 

you at the meeting (see Appendix B).  
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b)  Note Health New Zealand and the Ministry of Education will inform Early 

Childhood Education providers and primary schools of the timing and impact 

of changes to the Regulations. 

 

Noted 

 

 

Dr Andrew Old  

 

 

 

 

Hon Simeon Brown  

Deputy Director-General of Health  Minister of Health 

Public Health Agency | Te Pou Hauora 

Tūmatanui 

 

Date:  25 November 2025 Date: 

ENDS. 
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Appendix A – draft Cabinet Legislation Committee paper  

 

[attached separately] 
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Appendix B – suggested talking points for the Cabinet 

Legislation Committee meeting on 4 December 2025 
9(2)(f)(iv)

PROACTIVELY
 R

ELE
ASED




