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IRD has opened the income equalisation scheme to farmers across the Canterbury region affected 
by drought. The income equalisation scheme allows farming, fishing, and forestry businesses to 
even out income fluctuations across multiple years by depositing money into a low-interest account 
for up to five years. 

On a case-by-case basis for affected farmers, I RD also has options available for: 

• suspending KiwiSaver contributions, or withdrawal due to hardship;

• Working for Families tax credits and child support entitlements or payments;

• removing interest that has been charged; and

• paying outstanding tax in instalments, or applications to write-off outstanding tax for serious
hardship.

Farmers and growers impacted by drought can access assistance options available through IRD by 
discussing their situation with an accountant or contacting IRD directly. 

MSD has requested the activation of Rural Assistance Payments (RAPs) for regions classified as a 
medium-scale adverse event. RAPs help farmers with essential living costs following adverse 
events, including drought. 

Farmers who find it difficult to meet essential living costs, and where the farm is their main source of 
income, are eligible for RAPs. The following requirements must be met: 

• household or combined income of less than $160 a week (before tax). Income higher than this
may still receive RAPs, but at a lower rate; and

• cash or off-farm assets less than $1,338.90 for a single person, or $2,230.96 for couples.

Payments are equivalent to the current Jobseeker Support benefit at the time of the event and are 
generally paid as a lump sum covering four weeks and can continue to be applied for this event until 
November 2024. 

Thank you for bringing this issue to my attention. I look forward to continuing to advocate for our 
rural communities with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hon Mark Patterson 
Minister for Rural Communities 

cc. Hon Matt Doocey, Minister for Mental Health
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