
1 
I N  C O N F I D E N C E anf2qzzj4g 2025-05-23 08:57:50 

 

I N  C O N F I D E N C E 
 

Cabinet Social Outcomes 
Committee 
Minute of Decision 

 
SOU-25-MIN-0055 

 
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

 
 
Extending the Current Regulation of Xenotransplantation Procedures 

 
Portfolio Health 

 
On 14 May 2025, the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee: 

 
1 noted that Part 7A of the Medicines Act 1981 (the Act) prohibits medical procedures that 

involve the insertion or injection of ‘living biological material’ derived from an animal, 
known as xenotransplantation, without the authorisation of the Minister of Health; 

2 noted that Part 7A will expire on 30 September 2025 unless extended; 

3 noted that if Part 7A expires, there will be no monitoring or regulatory oversight to protect 
patients from experimental medical procedures using living biological material; 

4 agreed to extend the expiry date of Part 7A of the Act, until 30 September 2030; 

5 authorised the Minister of Health to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary 
Counsel Office to give effect to the decisions under SOU-25-MIN-0055 via Order in 
Council; 

6 noted that the Medical Products Bill is the Government’s long-term solution to adopt more 
appropriate regulations for xenotransplantation. 
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