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	FACTSHEET: NEW MEDICAL SCHOOL 
	July 2025


Description: 
[bookmark: _Int_npNFmpdO]The Government has agreed to proceed with the establishment of a new medical school at the University of Waikato. This is a new model with a focus on preparing doctors to work in primary care and rural and provincial settings. 

Expected benefits:
· New Zealand will have more doctors working in primary care and in the health system, supporting better outcomes for patients.
· These extra doctors will be trained in New Zealand, helping reduce the reliance on internationally trained doctors. 
· A new medical school at the University of Waikato will diversify the locations where medical training is offered in New Zealand. 
· Medical students who are interested in primary care and working in rural communities will be able to pursue this from the beginning of their studies. 
· Primary and community health care plays a critical role in people’s health by preventing illness, treating disease early and reducing the impact of long-term conditions. 
· Keeping people well improves their quality of life and reduces the pressure on our hospitals.

Facts and figures:   
· [bookmark: _Int_kwWEHxxR]The first intake of students is expected to begin in 2028. 
· The new medical school will train 120 additional doctors a year, with the skills and commitment to work in primary care settings. 
· This means the total number of medical school places will increase from 639 places a year in 2026 to 759 from 2028. 
· The Government is committing $82.85 million to support establishment costs for the new medical school. This is alongside a $151.86 million contribution from the University of Waikato, which includes philanthropic support.
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