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Government Policy Statement on Health: 

Update on measures 

Security level: Date: 6 June 2024 

To: Hon Dr Shane Reti, Minister of Health 

Copy to: Hon Matt Doocey, Minister for Mental Health 

Purpose of report 

1. This briefing provides an overview of proposed changes to the measures of the

Government Policy Statement 2024-2027 (GPS) prior to publication in June 2024.

2. It seeks your agreement to the proposed changes as outlined in Appendices one and

two.

Summary 

3. The first Government Policy Statement on Health (GPS) has been endorsed by Cabinet

[CAB-24-MIN-0179 refers]. Near final draft measures and the Strategic Monitoring

Framework were included as a technical appendix of the GPS endorsed by Cabinet.

4. Cabinet has authorised you, as the Minister of Health, to approve final technical

appendices, including measures. We have undertaken targeted engagement with Health

New Zealand - Te Whatu Ora (Health NZ) and the Treasury to refine the GPS measures

and proposed changes are attached as Appendix 1.

5. Many of the proposed amendments are to improve clarity and amend technical detail. We

propose additional detail to clarify expectations about the financial sustainability and

infrastructure measures, including the addition of two infrastructure measures to ensure:

• projects are delivered on time and within budget

• all investments submitted for Ministerial or Cabinet approval comply with capital

settings.

6. We also propose one new workforce experience measure to demonstrate an increase in

health workforce satisfaction and sentiment as reported through Health NZ staff survey.

7. You recently agreed annual performance improvement expectations for health targets,

and these have been added to the GPS measures, attached to this briefing as Appendix 2.

8. Annual performance improvement expectations for the mental health and addiction

health system targets have been agreed by the Minister for Mental Health and these have

also been added to the GPS measures, attached to this briefing as Appendix 2.

9. If agreed, both tables of measures in Appendix 1 and 2 will be included as a technical

appendix to the GPS when published later this month.
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