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Aide-Mémoire 

Meeting with Health Coalition Aotearoa 

 

Date due: 19 April 2024   

To: Hon Casey Costello, Associate Minister of Health  

Security level: IN CONFIDENCE Health Report number: H2024039246 

    

Details of  

meeting: 

Monday 22 April 2024 

10.30am-11.00am 

Minister's office 2.053 PH 

 

Purpose of  

meeting/  

proposal: 

 

Background: 

 

• You accepted a request to meet with Health Coalition Aotearoa (HCA) 

representatives made on the 22 February 2024. 

 

 

• On 22 February 2024, HCA co-chairs Professor Lisa Te Morenga and 

Professor Boyd Swinburn wrote to: 

o request an urgent meeting to discuss the Government’s 

Smokefree measures 

o share their insights, recommendations and views, specifically 

that the repeal of Smokefree laws will have a significant and 

negative impact on the health and wellbeing of New 

Zealanders 

o to request that, if the repeal were to go ahead, it be done with 

necessary due diligence, debate, and consideration, including 

deliberation by the Health Select Committee 

o acknowledge they have written to the Prime Minister 

previously requesting the repeal not be done under urgency 

and were referred to your office 

o gain better understanding of the Government's intentions to 

achieve the Smokefree 2025 goal of less than 5% of smoking 

prevalence for all population groups, and to reduce high 

prevalence of youth vaping. 

 

Risks:  

 

 

 

• The HCA has a growing and significant public profile and can be 

approached by media. Any information shared with the groups 

representatives is likely to be made public. See examples of previous 
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media coverage in Appendix 2 and a copy of the open letter to 

Government in Appendix 3.  

 

Attendees: Health Coalition Aotearoa: 

• Professor Boyd Swinburn, Health Coalition Aotearoa co-chair.  

• Professor Lisa Te Morenga, Health Coalition Aotearoa co-chair. 

• See Appendix 1 for profiles of attendees. 

 

Ministry representative: 

• Jane Chambers, Group Manager, Public Health Policy and 

Regulation, Public Health Agency | Te Pou Hauora Tūmatanui 

 

About the 

organisation: 

• The HCA was officially established on 7 May 2018 as a coalition of 

health NGOs, professionals and academics committed to reducing 

harm from tobacco, alcohol, unhealthy food, and advance public 

health equity.  

• In 2019, HCA became an Incorporated Society and achieved 

charitable status. A board was established, along with 4 expert 

panels. 

• The 4 expert panels are– alcohol, tobacco, unhealthy food, and public 

health infrastructure with a focus on advocacy, preventative health 

measures, policies and strategies to protect against the impacts of 

harmful industries, informed by the best evidence and a commitment 

to honour the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

 

Comment: Health Coalition Aotearoa priority prevention measures: 

• Reduce the affordability of tobacco products and consideration of 

a minimum price and dedication of additional revenue to support 

smokers to quit. 

• Substantially reduce supply by reducing the number of retail 

tobacco outlets. 

• Reduce the appeal and addictiveness of smoked tobacco products 

through removal of additives and mandated reduced nicotine 

content. 

• Introduce proportionate regulation and policies for electronic 

nicotine delivery systems that minimise adverse impacts. 

• Increase use of social marketing campaigns to promote 

reductions in smoking and exposure to second-hand smoke. 

• Continue to provide comprehensive cessation services tailored to 

specific community needs. 

 

Health Coalition Aotearoa has commented on: 
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• the repeal of the Smokefree Environments and Regulated 

Products Act 1990 (Smokefree Act) in the media and have 

developed a ‘Stop the smokefree repeal’ toolkit for the public 

• recent announcements to ‘crackdown’ on youth vaping. HCA have 

publicly stated the changes are unlikely to achieve significant 

impact without active enforcement and adequate resourcing 

• both Professor Boyd Swinburn and Lisa Te Morenga have publicly 

expressed disappointment in the Governments announcements 

not addressing ‘National’s retail reduction promise’ and inequity 

in Māori health outcomes relating to smoking. 

 

 Health Coalition Aotearoa have expressed support for: 

• a risk-proportionate regulation of tobacco products and other 

nicotine delivery devices 

• active enforcement and adequate resourcing of vaping retailer 

compliance monitoring 

• measures that decrease smoking prevalence introduced as quickly 

as possible (ie, prescription/pharmacy vaping supply models). 

 

This aide-mémoire discloses all relevant information.  

 

 

 

 
 

Jane Chambers   

Group Manager, Public Health Policy and Regulation   

Public Health Agency | Te Pou Hauora Tūmatanui   
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Talking points  

• I would like to acknowledge Health Coalition Aotearoa and your advocacy in reducing the 

harms of tobacco on New Zealand communities and your wider public health prevention 

work. 

Supporting information 

Enforcement 

• To ensure businesses are following the law, the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) is working 

together with the National Public Health Service (NPHS) within Health New Zealand to 

strengthen compliance, monitoring, and enforcement under the Smokefree Act.  

• The Director-General of Health appoints Enforcement Officers to enforce compliance. 

They focus on activity at the local level, using their partnerships with local communities 

and particularly targeting retail sector issues.  

• There is a particular focus on ensuring that protections in the legislation for children and 

young people are effectively implemented and enforced. The work carried out by 

Enforcement Officers involves compliance visits and Controlled Purchase Operations 

where retailers are checked to see if they will sell to minors.  

• In 2023, around 10% of general retailers and 17% of specialist vape stores sold to minors 

in Controlled Purchase Operations, compared to around 5% for tobacco sales. To date, 

one prosecution that included vape sales to minors has commenced, and several others 

are under consideration. In the period from 1 July to 31 December 2023, Enforcement 

Officers carried out 767 compliance visits.  

• The Ministry and Health New Zealand work with other enforcement agencies such as New 

Zealand Police and the New Zealand Customs Service to discharge their legislative and 

stewardship responsibilities. Police have a specific role in enforcing the Smokefree Act 

relating to smoking and vaping with children in vehicles.  

s 9(2)(g)(i)
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Support for schools and whānau 

• The following supports are available for young people, their families, and schools:   

o Protect Your Breath is a digital campaign made to reduce youth vaping uptake by 

getting youth thinking critically about vaping, and its impact on themselves and 

their communities. Research behind Protect Your Breath looked at what role vaping 

plays in youth life, school communities and home, and where efforts should be 

focused to reduce vaping harm. To help address these questions, Protect Your 

Breath was co-designed with the Hā Collective, a core group of young people.  

o The Vaping Facts website is a reliable source of information for young people 

around vaping, including what we know about the risks and relative harm compared 

to smoking.  

o Tūturu was created to help schools and health services better support all students 

to learn and be well. Tūturu has resources specifically to help schools support young 

people to make good decisions around vaping.  
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Appendix 1: Attendees Profile 

 

 

Professor Lisa Te Morenga 

Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, Te Uri o Hua, Ngāpuhi and Te Rarawa 

HCA Co-Chair, HCA Food Policy Expert Panel 

Professor - Research Centre for Hauora and Health at Massey University 

Nutrition and Māori health researcher, Massey University Research Centre for 

Hauora and Health based in Wellington.  

Current Rutherford Discovery Fellow and Principal Investigator, Riddet Centre of 

Research Excellence.  

Research interests:  

Supporting people to achieve good health through access healthy affordable food. 

Applying basic nutrition evidence to enhance human health and wellbeing, and 

ultimately informing food and nutrition policy. Undertaking research addressing 

health inequities amongst Māori and Pacific communities.  

 

Professor Boyd Swimburn 

HCA Co-Chair 

University of Auckland 

Boyd Swinburn MBChB, MD, FRACP, FNZCPHM is Professor of Population Nutrition 

and Global Health at the University of Auckland, New Zealand and Honorary 

Professor, Global Centre (GLOBE), Deakin University, Australia. 

Research interests:  

Community and policy actions to prevent childhood and adolescent obesity and 

reducing ‘obesogenic’ environments.  

He led two Lancet Series on Obesity in 2011 and 2015, was co-chair of World 

Obesity Policy & Prevention section 2009-2019 and co-chair of the Lancet 

Commission on Obesity 2015-2019. 

Advisor on many government committees, WHO Consultations, and large scientific 

studies internationally. 

 

Leitu Tufuga 

Vailoa – District of Aleipata, Apia & Asau in Savai’i 

Smokefree Expert Advisory Group (SEAG) 

National Tobacco Control Advocacy Service at Hāpai Te Hauora. 

Growing capacity of Māori and Pacific whānau, iwi, and communities so they can 

lead change, and shape effective policies that can improve their health and 

wellbeing. 
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Appendix 2: Media 

 
22 March 2024 

Government measures to ‘crackdown’ on youth vaping do not go far enough say Health Coalition 

Aotearoa Smokefree Expert Advisory Group. - Health Coalition Aotearoa  

 

 

13 February 2024 

Smokefree repeal must get Parliamentary scrutiny - Health Coalition Aotearoa 
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28 February 2024 

Shameful repeal of Smokefree law will result in more tobacco harm, deaths - Health Coalition 

Aotearoa 

 

 

25 January 2024 

Call for Luxon to replace Costello over cigarette tax freeze - Health Coalition Aotearoa 
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11 January 2024 

Govt allies play down smoking harm, back repeal - Health Coalition Aotearoa 
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Appendix 3: Open Letter to Health Minister 
Open-Letter.pdf (healthcoalition.org.nz) 
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