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24 I have considered the use of the Novavax COVID-19 vaccine: 

24.1 in New Zealand as a primary vaccine to support our Immunisation Programme 
to maximise uptake in 2022, starting Q1 2022; 

24.2 in New Zealand as a booster dose to support our Immunisation Programme to 
maximise uptake in 2022, subject to further advice; and 

24.3 for donation to developing countries, where possible, to support increased 
vaccination and protect against the risk of COVID-19. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Technical Advisory Group recommendations 

25 CV-TAG met on 1 February 2022 and 8 February 2022 to discuss the use of a primary
course of the Novavax COVID-19 vaccine. They have recommended that the 
Novavax vaccine be used as a second-line vaccine, with Pfizer remaining the first-line 
and preferred vaccine. This is consistent with the proposed use of the Novavax 
vaccine for those unable or hesitant to take an mRNA vaccine and will support the 
goal of maximising primary course uptake. 

26 CV-TAG also noted that there is currently insufficient data on the Novavax vaccine to
recommend it during pregnancy. Use in pregnancy should be based on an assessment
of benefits and risks by the consumer and their healthcare professional.

27 With regard to timing, CV-TAG recommended: 

27.1 that two doses of the Novavax vaccine, given 3 weeks apart, are required for a 
primary vaccination course; 

27.2 that the Novavax vaccine can be administered as part of a heterologous 
primary schedule to people who have received another COVID-19 vaccine as 
their first dose, and this should occur at least 28 days after the first dose of the 
other COVID-19 vaccine, to account for recommended intervals for other 
vaccine brands; 

27.3 there should be no upper limit on time since the first dose; and 

27.4 the Novavax vaccine may be administered before, after, or at the same time as 
the influenza, MMR, HPV, diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis combination vaccine 
(Boostrix), and other vaccines. The only exception to this advice is for the 
live-attenuated shingles vaccine (Zostavax) where a 7-day interval, before or 
after administering the Novavax vaccine is advised. 

28 UK phase III trial investigating coadministration of a licensed influenza vaccine with the 
Novavax vaccine found similar efficacies against symptomatic PCR-confirmed COVID-
19 as the Novavax study. However, the sample size for this study was small. Based on 
first principles, there is the potential for a reduced immune response when two different 
types of vaccine are administered together or within several days of each other. However, 
there are no additional safety concerns associated with coadministration, over and 
above each vaccine’s individual safety profile. 

29 CV-TAG noted that there is a potential for the Novavax vaccine to be used as a
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throughout 2022/23. Officials are working with Novavax to confirm ongoing delivery 
schedules and vaccine characteristics. 

Donating the Novavax vaccine to maximise utilisation is not an option at this stage 

37 Following initial discussions with COVAX, I understand that they are not ready to 
accept Novavax donations in Q1 2022. However, they could be interested in Novavax 
donations in the future. This reflects that there are currently no contractual 
arrangements in place to enable Novavax donation to COVAX and the time it takes to 
generate demand for a new product. 

38 Novavax has signalled that they will move forward with COVAX to set the 
foundation for future donations to enable countries to donate Novavax in future. Any 
decisions to donate Novavax doses in future will be supported by advice from 
officials to Vaccine Ministers in due course. 

Recommendations for the use of Novavax 

39 I am seeking your agreement to proceed with the use of the Novavax in the COVID- 
19 Immunisation Programme to initially increase uptake of the primary course, 
starting Q1 2022. 

40 To support the goal of maximising uptake, I will seek a further decision to use on 
Novavax as a booster pending further advice. 

Implementation 

41 Planning is underway for the immunisation rollout so there will be minimal delay 
once decisions have been made on offering the Novavax vaccine. Rollout from late 
March 2022 allows sufficient time for: 

41.1 confirming the delivery model and settings with District Health Boards 
(DHBs) and providers 

41.2 workforce training; 

41.3 technology development; 

41.4 site onboarding; and 

41.5 operational and public facing collateral development. 

42 If Cabinet agree to use Novavax, it will be the first protein-based COVID-19 vaccine 
made available in New Zealand. I understand this may appeal to the unvaccinated 
population who have held concerns over mRNA based vaccines, and who have 
delayed vaccinations and remain non-compliant in DHBs. 

43 I understand the storage of the product suits immunisation providers, as Novavax has 
similar characteristics to non-COVID-19 vaccines. For instance, Novavax has a 
maximum shelf life of 6 months and uses the traditional 2°C to 8°C cold chain storage 
infrastructure. Providers in the rural immunisation network and community-based 
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Appendix: Decision Framework 
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