
133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 5013 
Wellington 6140 
New Zealand 
T+64 4 496 2000 

Ref:  H2023025888 

Tēnā koe  

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū Hauora 
(the Ministry of Health) on 25 May 2023. You requested:  

All original communications regarding the following information: 
All briefings, reports, aide memoirs and memos around the Winter Preparedness Plan 
including, but not limited to all financial considerations, estimates and projections 

Manatū Hauora has identified two documents within scope of your request. The documents are 
itemised in Appendix 1 and copies of the documents are enclosed. Where information is withheld 
under section 9 of the Act, I have considered the countervailing public interest in releasing 
information and consider that it does not outweigh the need to withhold at this time. 

Please note, additional information in scope of your request is more closely connected with the 
functions of the office of the Minister of Health, Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall. I have been advised that 
you lodged the same request to the Minister’s office (AVOIA2023-146 refers). In preference to 
partially transferring your request pursuant to section 14(b)(ii) of the Act, I am referring you to the 
response from the office of the Minister of Health, which you can expect to receive in due 
course. 

I trust this information fulfils your request. If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with 
us, including this decision, please feel free to contact the OIA Services Team on: 
oiagr@health.govt.nz.  

Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions 
made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602.  
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Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Manatū Hauora website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests.   
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
Dr Andrew Old   
Deputy Director-General  
Public Health Agency | Te Pou Hauora Tūmatanui    
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