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New Zealand 

T+64 4 496 2000 
 

 
 
6 March 2023 
 
 

 
 
By email:  
Ref:  H2023019601  
 
 
Tēnā koe   
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū Hauora 
(the Ministry of Health) on 26 January 2023 for information regarding psychoactive substance 
licences. Manatū Hauora will respond to each part of your request in turn.  
 

1. A copy of the license register 
 
Please find attached in Appendix 1 a list of all licences issued by the Psychoactive Substances 
Regulatory Authority.  This list includes both active and inactive licences but does not include 
interim licences (refer question 2), or applications in progress. Where information is withheld 
under section 9 of the Act, I have considered the countervailing public interest in release in 
making this decision and consider that it does not outweigh the need to withhold at this time.   
 
Manatū Hauora is aware that the ESR licence number is incorrect, and we are actively working to 
update this. 
 

2. Copies of the interim licenses and interim approvals issued by the Authority  
 
A list of interim licences is provided in Appendix 1. This is a copy of the ‘Interim Licences for 
Psychoactive Substances’ page that was publicly available on the Ministry of Health website until 
November 2014, at which point it was replaced with the ‘Licences for Psychoactive Substances’ 
page. The current Licences for Psychoactive Substances page can be found at the following link: 
www.health.govt.nz/our-work/regulation-health-and-disability-system/psychoactive-substances-
regulation/licences-psychoactive-substances. 
 
The register of ‘Interim Product Approvals’ is publicly available on the Manatū Hauora website 
here: www.health.govt.nz/our-work/regulation-health-and-disability-system/psychoactive-
substances-regulation/interim-product-approvals. 
  

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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3. Detail regarding the quantities of substances imported under interim licenses to import.   
 

Please find attached in Appendix 1 the ‘Register of Importation Notification for Psychoactive 
Substances’. Please note, the information which is deemed out of the scope of your request has 
been removed. 
 

4. Detail regarding the quantities of substances surrendered, destroyed, exported, returned 
to the manufacturer under the recall provisions of the Act.  

 
Manatū Hauora has identified an excerpt from a draft report within scope of this part of your 
request. The relevant excerpt is from a draft Psychoactive Substances Recall Report compiled in 
2014, and is itemised in the table in Appendix 1.  
 

5. Aggregate data from the stocktake reports provided to the Authority at the 
commencement of the interim license/ approval period and also at the conclusion.” 

 
Manatū Hauora does not hold aggregate data on stocktake reports from the period between the 
commencement of the interim licence/approval period and at the end of the interim period. 
Therefore, this part of your request is refused under section 18(g)(i) of the Act, as the information 
requested is not held by Manatū Hauora.  
 
The requirement to provide the Psychoactive Substances Authority with information in the form of 
a stocktake report did not come into force until the Psychoactive Substances Regulations 2014 
commenced. These regulations came into effect after the interim licence period had ended. 
 
Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions 
made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Manatū Hauora website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests .  
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
 
Chris James 
Psychoactive Substance Regulatory Authority  
Regulatory Services | Te Pou Whakariterite Ratonga  
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Appendix 1: List of documents for release  
  
#  Date  Document details  Decision on release  
1 N/A Spreadsheet: Psychoactive Substances 

Licence Application Register 
Some information withheld 
under the following sections of 
the Act:  

• Section 9(2)(a) of the 
Act, to protect the privacy 
of natural persons; and 

• Section 9(2)(k) to prevent 
the disclosure or use of 
official information for 
improper gain or 
advantage. 

2  16 October 2014 Interim Licences   Released in full. 
   

3 N/A Spreadsheet: Register of Importation 
Notification for Psychoactive 
Substances 
 

Some information deemed out of 
scope of your request.  

4    Excerpt from: DRAFT Office of the 
Psychoactive Substances Regulatory 
Authority – Mass Recall and Revocation 
of Psychoactive Products – May 2014   

Some information released 
under section 16(1)(e) of the Act 
by giving an excerpt or summary 
of the contents. 
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IMP1004/21/1
he University of 

Otago Approved 12/09/2021 11/09/2024

Licence must be not used to support the 
development or maintenance of any 
commerical venture. Psychoactive 
substances can only be stored at the 
following locations.
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Licence number Applicant Company name Status of application Date of approval /refusal /withdrawal Date of expiry/ cancellation/ revocation Licence conditions Company contact (if different from applicant) Applicant's relationship to company Location Postal address (if different from location) Additional info provided during police vetting check?
MNF1001
MNF1002
MNF1003
MNF1004
MNF1005
MNF1006
MNF1007
MNF1008
MNF1009
MNF1010
MNF1011
MNF1012
MNF1013
MNF1014
MNF1015
MNF1016
MNF1017
MNF1018
MNF1019
MNF1020

Licences to manufacture psychoactive substances
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Licence number Applicant Company nam Status of application Date of approval /refusal /withdrawal Date of expiry/ cancellation/ revocation Licence conditions Company contact (if different from applicant) Applicant's relationship to company Location Postal address (if different from location) Additional info provided during police vetting check?
WSL1001
WSL1002
WSL1003
WSL1004
WSL1005
WSL1006
WSL1007
WSL1008
WSL1009
WSL1010
WSL1011
WSL1012
WSL1013
WSL1014
WSL1015
WSL1016
WSL1017
WSL1018
WSL1019
WSL1020

Licences to wholesale psychoactive substances
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Licence number Applicant Company name Status of application Date of approval /refusal /withdrawal Date of expiry/ cancellation/ revocation Licence conditions Company contact (if different from applicant) Applicant's relationship to company Location Postal address (if different from location) Additional info provided during police vetting check?
RET1001
RET1002
RET1003
RET1004
RET1005
RET1006
RET1007
RET1008
RET1009
RET1010
RET1011
RET1012
RET1013
RET1014
RET1015
RET1016
RET1017
RET1018
RET1019
RET1020

Licences to retail psychoactive substances
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Excerpt from: DRAFT Office of the Psychoactive Substances Regulatory Authority – 
Mass Recall and Revocation of Psychoactive Products – May 2014 

The product numbers shown below are estimates based on information supplied to the 
OPSRA by licence holders at the time of the recall. 

Figure 3: Table of estimated product numbers by licence category 

Licence 
category: 

Retailer Wholesaler Manufacturer Product 
Owner 

Total 

Number of 
units held by 
industry at 
time of recall: 

130,000 1,839,275 437,158 2,404,338 
units 

Number of 
units recalled 
and destroyed 
by industry:   

5,357 67,959 1,256,390 916,247 2,245,953 
units 

NB: Units refers to individual packets. 
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