
133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 5013 
Wellington 6140 
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T+64 4 496 2000 

 

By email:  

Ref:  H2022014809 

Tēnā koe  

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū 
Hauora (the Ministry of Health) on 13 October 2022 for information about the Pfizer 
Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccine. Each part of your request is responded to below. 

1) Any analysis undertaken or held by any of you about the safety and/ or
effectiveness of the second booster for Covid-19 and/ or whether or when benefits
exceed risks. Please include any explanation about what "safe and effective"
means in the context it was used to promote the PfizerVax to the public.

2) The evidence relied on for the above assessment/s and any assumptions made

Information within scope of this part of your request is publicly available at: 
www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/cv_tag_second_boosters_update.pdf. 

Detailed information on vaccine effectiveness and the latest evidence is available here: 
www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-resources-and-tools/covid-19-
science-news.  

3) Any communications within Min Health and/ or between any Minister about the
safety and/ or effectiveness of the second booster
4) any communications between any Minister, Ministerial advisors and/ or Min Health
on the one hand and the medicines regulator “Medsafe" or any representative of
Medsafe or any of the committee that advise Medsafe about the safety and/ or
effectiveness of the second booster and/ or whether the benefits exceed to risks and/
or any differences between differ groups
6) any information about messaging to be used by any Minister and/ or MinHeath or
any other publicly funded organisation in NZ that promotes vaccine use in relation to
the second booster for Covid and the circumstances when it is or is not recommended
and/ or the reasons for this advice.

These parts of your request are refused under section 18(e) of the Act, as the information 
requested does not exist. Please note, no application has been provided to Medsafe 
regarding the use of a fourth dose (or second booster dose) of the Comirnaty (Pfizer) 
COVID-19 vaccine. Further information about the approval status of COVID-19 vaccines 
applications received by Medsafe is available at: www.medsafe.govt.nz/COVID-19/status-of-
applications.asp.  
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However, for your interest I have decided to attach to this letter a briefing titled: ‘Advice on 
Second COVID-19 Boosters’. Please note, some information has been withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of the Act, to protect the privacy of natural persons. Where information is 
withheld under section 9 of the Act, I have considered the countervailing public interest in 
releasing information and consider that it does not outweigh the need to withhold at this time. 

 
5) any advice from ie to any of you, relevant to the amendment of the Medicines Act to 
add section 34A to provide for the DG to authorize off label use of Covid medicines 
including any analysis of the effects s34A would or may have on the integrity of the NZ 
medicines regime, public confidence in the Medicines regime and who is liable in the 
event of harm caused by off label use of a medicine in accordance with s34A 

 
Information within scope of this part of your request is outlined in the Health Select 
Committee’s Medicines Amendment Bill (No 2) report, which is publicly available at: 
www.parliament.nz/resource/en-
NZ/SCR_125230/56e2519170b7611eb4055efd3112901d1054d57f.  
 
In any case, treatment harm caused by COVID-19 vaccination is covered by ACC if the 
criteria for treatment injury are met. This means that there’s a physical injury caused by the 
vaccination, that’s not a necessary part or ordinary consequence of the treatment. Further 
information is on ACC’s website: www.acc.co.nz/covid-19/providers/general-covid-19-
provider-information.  

 
7) any information to show when and why messaging and claims about safety and 
effectiveness of the Covid vaccines changed. Please include any internal or external 
advice about the use of "safe and effective" in relation to the "PfizerVax” or any other 
Covid vaccine including information to show any concerns raised about the use of the 
words "safe and effective" in relation to a novel vaccine that had only Provisional 
Consent from the NZ regulator Medsafe and when stage 3 safety trials were not yet 
completed and after reports that the vaccine may cause death or serious adverse 
effects.  
8) any analysis about the effectiveness of the PfizerVax or other Covid vaccines to a) 
prevent infection, b) prevent transmission c) prevent hospitalisation d) to prevent death 
and/ or e) to prevent reinfection and also any analysis about the effectiveness of 
Remdisiver and other unapproved and/ or off label "Covid" treatment drugs to affect 
the outcomes of the above. 
 

Advice from the COVID-19 Vaccine Technical Advisory Group (CV TAG) on the COVID-19 
vaccines and evidence-based recommendations is publicly available at: 
www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/leadership-ministry/expert-groups/covid-19-vaccine-
technical-advisory-group-cv-tag.  
 
Further information about the effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccine against specific 
variants is available at: www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-resources-
and-tools/covid-19-science-news. This includes information about vaccine effectiveness 
against infection, transmission, hospitalisation, death, and reinfection.   

  
9) Minister Verrall appears to have adopted a more measured approach to claims than 
former Minister Hipkins. Please provide information to show the views held by Minister 
Verrall and/ or shared by Minister Verrall to Min Health, Medsafe, other individual 
Ministers, to Cabinet, and/ or to communications teams on claims about the safety and 
effectiveness of the PfizerVax, which were based in any way on her personal expertise 
in microbiology and / or immunology. Please include any such information when 
Minister Verrall was Associate Minister and/or Minister. 
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I have been advised that you have made the same request to the Minister for COVID-19 
Response, Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall (AVOIA126 refers). I refer you to the Minister’s response 
for this part of your request.  
 
Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any 
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Manatū Hauora website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-
releases/responses-official-information-act-requests.  
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Dave Henderson 
Interim Group Leader, Intelligence, Surveillance and Knowledge 
Public Health Agency | Te Pou Hauora Tūmatanui 
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