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Australian testing data

15. The table below outlines current COVID-19 testing data for New South Wales and
Queensland.
Australian COVID-19 testing summary data: Tuesday 6 July 2021
| National (total) | NSW | Queensiand

Past 24 hours
Tests | 95,697 | 32,321 | 22,218
Last 7 Days
Tests 916,120 394,118 150,381
Rate per 100,000 population | 3,613 4,874 2,953
Percent testing positivity <0.1% <0.1% <0.1%
Cumulative total
Total tests 21,450,495 7.250,386 3,019,495
Percent testing Positivity 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

16. While testing rates for Queensland are good

Ongoing risk assessment is underway

17. We will continue to review the situation regularly, baseden the most recent information
and intelligence from Australian health officials. Any additional locally acquired cases will
be notified immediately.

Health Assessment

18. Where information is available, the following has been considered:
a. potential source of COVID-19 infection e.g. setting or occupation of relevance
b. timeframes over which cantacts were infectious in the community before isolation
c. locations of interest while infectious in the community
d. comprehensiveness of testing and testing results

e. any other relevant considerations, such as COVID-19 strain, vaccination status, the
response from individual states and territories.

19. This information is set out in the health assessment, attached as Annex 1.

20. You are also receiving ongoing advice about the risks associated with COVID-19. In
accordance with section 9(2) of the COVID-19 Public Health Response Act 2020 (the Act),
you may have regard to that advice without it being repeated here. COVID-19 is a highly
infectious disease which may be spread by people who are not showing symptoms. This
supports significant intervention measures for those at heightened risk of contracting or
spreading COVID-189.

Health advice

Quarantine-free travel

21. | consider that, given continued appearance of cases in New South Wales and insufficient
data to provide sufficient assurance for Queensland, a precautionary approach should
continue to be taken and recommend that QFT from New South Wales and
Queensland continue to be paused.
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32.

33.

34.

ENDS.

to public health. At this time, the pause in QFT from New South Wales and Queensland is
intended only as a temporary measure allowing officials appropriate time to gather further
information regarding the outbreak, and to consider proportionate public health
measures in response. As there are managed return options from 11:59pm Friday 9 July
2021, whereby citizens can still enter New Zealand on green flights despite QFT remaining
paused, the overall response will be a justified limit on the right to return.

The decisions to resume QFT flights from Western Australia and the Northern Territory
and commence managed return flights from New South Wales and Queensland will be
implemented via an amendment to the QFT Exemption Notice that will be sent to you for
signing from PCO.

This notice can come into force on the day on which it is signed but must be published in
the New Zealand Gazette. On Friday 9 July 2021, you will need to return the signed notice
directly to Parliamentary Counsel Office who will arrange for it to be published.

Further review and advice on resuming QFT from Queensland will be provided to you on
Friday 9 July 2021 and advice for resuming QFT from New South Wales will be provided
to you on Wednesday 14 July 2021.

Briefing: HR 20211575 9



Annex 1: Health Assessment Questions

Withheld under section 6(a) of the Act, if the release would be likely to prejudice the
international relations of the Government of New Zealand.
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