
 

133 Molesworth 
Street 

PO Box 5013 
Wellington 6140 

New Zealand 
T+64 4 496 2000 

 
23 August 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
By email:  
Ref:  H202208136 
 
 
Tēnā koe  
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū 
Hauora (Ministry of Health) on 20 June 2022. You requested:  

 
Advice received by Director General of Health regarding information received quarterly 
on how the epidemic was likely to disrupt or continue to disrupt state, government, or 
business activity in New Zealand significantly due to the effects of the epidemic 
emergency for each of these Epidemic Preparedness Notices: 
24 March 2020, Notice No. 2020-go1369 
23 June 2020, Notice No. 2020-go2681 
16 September 2020, Notice No. 2020-go4143  
21 December 2020, Notice No. 2020-go5735 
17 March 2021, Notice No. 2021-go935 
15 June 2021, Notice No. 2021-go2283 
 8 September 2021, Notice No. 2021-go3885 
14 December 2021, Notice No. 2021-go5311 
16 March 2022, Notice No. 2022-sl842 
5 June 2022, Notice No. 2022-sl2326 
 
If you are unable to provide this, because it is a large amount of information - can you 
instead please provide the letters of advice that the DGH delivered to the PM on each 
of these occasions to advise her to renew the epidemic notices? Perhaps the 
information from other sectors is contained in this advice? 

 
The Epidemic Preparedness (COVID-19) Notice 2020 (the Epidemic Notice) came into force 
on 25 March 2020. The Epidemic Notice was last renewed on 16 June 2022, and it will be 
due for review in September 2022. 
 
Manatū Hauora has identified ten reports within scope of your request, three of which are 
already publicly available. Please note the reports set out the specific advice that was 
provided to the Director-General of Health on the making and the renewal of the Epidemic 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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Notice. Once approved by the Director-General, the reports were sent to the Minister for 
COVID-19 Response, the Minister of Health and the Prime Minister.  
 
All documents are itemised in Appendix 1 and copies of the documents which have not yet 
been released are enclosed. Where information is withheld, this is outlined in the Appendix 
and noted in the document itself. Where information is withheld under section 9 of the Act, I 
have considered the countervailing public interest in release in making this decision and 
consider that it does not outweigh the need to withhold at this time. 

Copies of the renewal notices are publicly available at: www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus/covid-19-response-planning/covid-19-epidemic-notice-and-orders#epidemic. 
 
I trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right 
to ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman 
may be contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-response-planning/covid-19-epidemic-notice-and-orders#epidemic
http://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-response-planning/covid-19-epidemic-notice-and-orders#epidemic
mailto:info@ombudsman.parliament.nz
http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-information-act-requests
http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-information-act-requests
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Appendix 1: List of documents for release 
 

# Date Document details Decision on release 
1 March 

2020 
Giving an Epidemic Notice and 
Epidemic Management Notices 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006. 

Some information withheld under section 
9(2)(a) of the Act, to protect the privacy 
of natural persons. 

2 June 2020 Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – June 
2020 

Refused under section 18(d) of the Act, 
as the information is publicly available 
at: 
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-
Releases/proactive-release-2020-
july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-
Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-
Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-
2020.pdf 

3 September 
2020 

Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – 
September 2020 

Some information withheld under the 
following sections of the Act: 

• Section 9(2)(a); and 
• Section 9(2)(h), to maintain legal 

professional privilege. 

4 December 
2020 

Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – 
December 2020 

Refused under section 18(d) of the Act, 
as the information is publicly available 
at: 
www.health.govt.nz/system/files/docume
nts/pages/20202097_briefing.pdf 

5 March 
2021 

Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – March 
2021 

Some information withheld under the 
following sections of the Act: 

• Section 9(2)(a); and 
• Section 9(2)(h). 

6 June 2021 Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – June 
2021 

Refused under section 18(d) of the Act, 
as the information is publicly available 
at: 
www.health.govt.nz/system/files/docume
nts/pages/20211319_briefing.pdf 

7 September 
2021 

Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – 
September 2021 
 
 

Some information withheld under the 
following sections of the Act: 

• Section 9(2)(a); and 
• Section 9(2)(h). 

8 December 
2021 

Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – 
December 2021 
 

 

https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/proactive-release-2020-july/HR20-Health-Report-Renewal-of-Epidemic-Notice-under-the-Epidemic-Preparedness-Act-2006-17-June-2020.pdf
http://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/20202097_briefing.pdf
http://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/20202097_briefing.pdf
http://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/20211319_briefing.pdf
http://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/20211319_briefing.pdf
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# Date Document details Decision on release 
9 March 

2022 
Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – March 
2022 

 

10 June 2022 Renewal of Epidemic Notice 
under the Epidemic 
Preparedness Act 2006 – June 
2022 

Some information withheld under the 
following sections of the Act: 

• Section 9(2)(a); and 
• Section 9(2)(h); and 
• Section 9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the 

effective conduct of public affairs 
through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or 
between or to Ministers and 
officers and employees of any 
public service agency. 
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