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By email:  
Ref:  H202009675 

Dear  

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to Manatū Hauora 
(the Ministry of Health) on 8 September 2022 for information relating to adverse test results. 
Manatū Hauora will respond to your request in turn.  

For all adverse test results since 2017, please supply the following information, separately 
for each adverse test result. 

MOH Reference 
Date of adverse test result 
What iHemp variety was subject to adverse test result 
Name of approved lab doing the test 
Type of Licence – General or R&B 
DHB Location of crop with the adverse test result 
Was this the first adverse test result for this grower 
If not, list of seasons when adverse test results had been noted 
Area actually grown by licence holder in the year of the adverse test result 
Other iHemp cultivars grown at the location in the year of the adverse test result 
Was the sample pollinated (seeded) or unpollinated (female only plant) 
DHB region of supplier of the seed to the licencee with the adverse test result 
DHB Region, of original grower of the seed - original source (if different from above) 
Was this original seed source an import, or grown from NZ seed. 
Age of original source of seed planted by the grower with the adverse test result 
How long had the original source of seed been in New Zealand 
Outcome of the adverse test result, details such as 
Correspondence entered into with grower 
Explanation received from Licencee 
Was a Section 44 letter sent, what were the requirements 
Was a crop destruction order sent? 
Other comments from the MOH investigation into the adverse THC result, which would help 
industry understand the reason for the result. 

Please see attached as document one a table for the information you have requested for adverse 
test results since 2017. This is released to you in full.  
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Copy of results panel of adverse test result supplied by Grower/Lab (an actual copy of the 
table or results as reported to Medicines Control) 
 

There are 19 documents in scope of this part of your request. The results have been provided in 
a table for your reference as document two. Where information is withheld this is outlined in the 
appendix. Information withheld under section 9 of the Act, I have considered the countervailing 
public interest in release in making this decision and consider that it does not outweigh the need 
to withhold at this time. 

I trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to 
ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be 
contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Manatū Hauora website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Chris James 
Group Manager 
Medsafe 
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Appendix 1: List of documents for release  
  
#  Date  Document details  Decision on release  
1   3 October 2022  Table 1: Adverse Test Results 

since 2017 Table   
Released in full.   

2  14 August 2019 – 
25 May 2022 

Table 2: Results Panel of Adverse 
Test Result supplied by 
Grower/Lab   

Some information withheld 
under section 9(2)(a) of the Act, 
to protect the privacy of natural 
persons.  
  
Some information deemed out 
of scope of your request.  
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