
133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 5013 

Wellington 6140 
New Zealand 

T+64 4 496 2000 

 

By email:   
Ref:  H202203233 

Tēnā koe  

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your request to the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) under the Official Information 
Act 1982 (the Act) on 18 February 2022 for:  

“Any briefings, reports, aide memoires, or memos relating to misuse of prescription 
opioids or the use of illegal opioids in New Zealand, including but not limited to any 
documents referencing opioid overdoses or an opioid crisis, since January 1, 2020. Where 
any document falls under the scope of this request, please release it in full, including 
sections which might otherwise be considered out of scope.” 

Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding to your request which was extended 
under section 15 of the Act and was due to you on 22 April 2022.  

The Ministry has identified one document within the scope of your request, an aide-memoire to 
Hon Andrew Little, Minister of Health, Meeting with the New Zealand Drug Foundation. It is 
attached and some information has been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect personal 
privacy and section 9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions that protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers and officials. Where information is withheld under 
section 9 of the Act, I have considered the countervailing public interest in release in making 
this decision and consider that it does not outweigh the need to withhold at this time. As noted 
in the document, a publicly available attachment has also been removed. 

Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any 
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 

Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-
information-act-requests.  

Nāku noa, nā 

Philip Grady 
Acting Deputy Director-General 
Mental Health and Addiction 

6 May 2022

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 
9(2)
(a)



Document 1

s 9(2)(a)

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

s 9(2)(f)(iv)RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Document 1

The remaining pages of this document - Briefing to the Incoming Parliament - are publicly 
available at: www.drugfoundation.org.nz/assets/uploads/2021-uploads//Briefing-to-the-
Incoming-Parliament-2020.pdf  
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