
 

 

133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 5013 

Wellington 6140 
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T+64 4 496 2000 
 
22 March 2022 
 
 

 
 
By email:  
Ref:  H202200700 
 
Tēnā koe  
 
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to the Ministry of 
Health (the Ministry) on 28 January 2022. You specifically asked: 
 

“Can we please see the 20 October order (or whatever was the mechanism) by which the 
Ministry authorised the RATs trial among MBIE and the 29 businesses? Presumably the 
authorisation is in writing in one or more documents.  
We would like copy(ies) please with urgency under the OIA because of the public interest 
in the government’s management of the pandemic in general, the current interest in the 
role of RATs specifically in managing the pandemic, and the significance of the RATs trial 
being conducted with devices and methods that previously had not been allowed in order 
to protect public health.”  

I have identified three memoranda within scope of your request. All documents are itemised in 
Appendix 1 and copies of the documents are enclosed and released to you in full. 

Please note regarding the availability of rapid antigen tests (RATs) in phase 2 of New Zealand’s 
Omicron response, there is an increased use of RATS alongside PCR tests. The Ministry will 
use its supply of RATs to support those that need them the most – critical workers in the health 
and disability sector and our priority populations. 

Other critical businesses and organisations can keep their critical workers working if they 
become a close contact of someone with COVID-19 by accessing RATS through the Close 
Contact Exemption Scheme. 

Further information on RAT supplies is available in a press statement here: 
www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government-secures-extra-36-million-rapid-antigen-tests.  
 
I trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to 
ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may 
be contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
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https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government-secures-extra-36-million-rapid-antigen-tests
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Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 

Jo Pugh  
Acting Group Manager  
COVID-19 Testing and Supply 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases


Appendix 1: List of documents for release 
 

# Date Document details Decision on release 
1 13 October 2021 Memo: Seeking an authorisation for 

organisations under the COVID-19 
Public Health Response (Point-of-
care Tests) Order 2021 with Appendix  

Released in full.  

2 18 October 2021 Memo: Seeking an authorisation for 
one organisation under the COVID-19 
Public Health Response (Point-of-
care Tests) Order 2021 

3 10 November 2021 Memo: Gazetting Notice: Point-of-
Care Test Authorisations with 
Appendix  
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