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a. whether the group seeking an exemption are at a lower risk of having been exposed
to COVID-19;

b. whether there are appropriate measures in place to reduce the risk of the spread of
COVID-19 to the New Zealand community; and

¢.  whether any conditions or mitigation measures are likely to be complied with and
the associated risk if conditions are not complied with.

24. | consider this exemption is unlikely to create a significant risk of spreading COVID-19 to
the New Zealand community as medical attendants for NZAAS:

a. are ata low risk of contracting COVID-19;
b. will have taken appropriate precautions while overseas, and
. will be travelling to countries with no or low prevalence of COVID-19;

25. | am satisfied that the medical attendants are highly likely to comply with the conditions
of the exemption, based on the assurances provided by the NZAAS, the risk assessment
undertaken by Ministry officials and the public trust in the NZAAS.

Alignment with other purposes under the Act

26. Other purposes under the Act may also be relevant when you are considering an
exemption request, including the economic impaet of the@xemption. In particular,
section 4(ca) allows social, economic, and othef factors to be taken into account where it
is relevant to do so.

27. The NZAAS provide a critical health serviee both in New Zealand and in the South Pacific.
They transfer vulnerable patients fram Pacific Island nations to ensure that patients
receive appropriate care in New Zealand.

28. New Zealand has many obligations te our Pacific Island nations. Arrangements for
medical referral and access.to medical services exist between New Zealand and the
Pacific Realm countriessof the Cook Islands, Niue and Tokelau. The Medical Treatment
scheme, funded bytheMinistry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, also services Fiji, Kiribati,
Tonga, Tuvalu apd Vanuatu.

Other factors to be taken'into consideration

29, The exemption discretion must be exercised consistently with the New Zealand Bill of
Rights Act 1990 (NZBORA).

30. The discretion to grant exemptions should be viewed in light of the restrictions imposed
on other arrivals to New Zealand under the COVID-19 Public Health (Isolation and
Quarantine) Order 2020. If the exemption power is not exercised in line with the purpose
of the COVID-19 Act this could have the effect of making managed isolation restrictions

on others appear arbitrary and not proportionate to the public health risk.
s 9(2)(h)

31.
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